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Beauly in only skin deep - an
adage {rom bygone yoars - might be
paraphrased (o say scenic beaoty
is only surfoce deep. To the eye
of the tourist, sightaseer, or jusi
plan nature lover, scenic beauty
can and does lake many forms and
thus somewhal supporis the idea
thal a person sces jusi whal he
looks far. The goldenrod flower
is rather pictureague in the fall of
the year, bul fo the hay-fever
sufferer, the sesson of the golden-
rod 13 the season nol lo be caught
without thase blossed, broath-giv-
ing, decangasting pills.

However one looks al our 559
square miles of nature here n
Webster Counly, pros snd cons
will arise from all guarters. Con
saquently, this srticle s written
from the biased viewpomt of anat-
ure snthusiast that realizes his
goldenrod may very well cause
some of you lo sneore Alsa,
this article 18 designed to put
stion “Whal is in Webster County
to warrant a ecenic railroad inthe
first place?"”

In the first place, second place,
ele., Websler County is isolated
and this writer likes it that way.
The mountain roads which semi-

drivers cures, ars in their own

son, the srea doss serve toattract
people thal are inferestied wm that
type of botanical situation.

Thwe foresis here estobil both
the northern hardecods and coni-
fers at elevations abowe 3000 feet
lor m local “lros! pockeis™], wnd
the ceniral hardecods af lower
elevationy. This condition lends
us a much grealer warwly ol
plantl and animal life than can be
found m many seclions of the State
Too many limes wo think only to
harp aboul how poor we are ecco-
ml‘m:jll'.l i haovw osololod wiz are
withaoutl contidering our blessings
| n terms of mountains, trees
flowera, siresms, and wildlife
Wa have had all thess things for
so long in Webster County that we
now tsks them for granted with
oul pondering what lite would be
like withow! them

More wpecilically, aloong the ira
chage of the proposed soemc Fal
road, many sighis are to be found
that would delight the senses of the
most steunch of cily dwellers. In
some inslances, the combunaluan
of man and nature prosenls soenes
waorlhy of mention.

Mothing could ba more sCenic
to this wriler al this time than to
st an old locomolive of any make

crop up before ascenic bramwould

leave he dopol SBure, it"s common
to i, bul Pl to the touriats thal
will come o ride a acerdc lram
Another close-ol-hand sitraction
wnll b the Mative Arizs and Crafta
Swp oon Golden Shore. Hers the

tourels cen purchass leme o
locel culture wnd
thal will s&rve

ciafsmuanship
a% Aouveniere ol
Tha articies sl Yhi
shop show el skailled Wradesiman
have been al work and poinds oul
w ralalively untapped resource
hirri in the counly
Whan thae Tram hinally blows s
whilalle and gels underway, 1 will
travirl only a shorl dislance belore

tha irain trip

olbur rolewnr by Sconnry sppaone s

In deys gone B
watrael the timbas §

Granled, in mast

profil; howewar, iy
the pilling of orosa
the ice-coversd la
Shay- dreawn logging
will always be & nas
wwnrywhers - snd |
It s the hops ol
that the logging brai
he land aleng the
rosds from Efim
County lo Websl
develnped by The I(
bl in vach @ way &
Thie trams will
tourais, worth fa
capable of apprecis
Many poeaple hay
faw have responded
do all e work m
Parhapy our sociel
ol the parsons co
whood ta prefil fre
wnce oh all, one
much. Some of the
wan konown for il
Wl wncenderned §
Coan the power of i
wl Vha pasl are igr
i Wi long runf
I Whikm parson
LLTTER L ETTEG iy
i maEness ol 39
wYRF maks  any
reasdn lor doing
Thay want o =
sighls and nou
W wmeid s fon

way. like an insurance policy for  or variety, build vp a head of  Webslor Springs High Schoal, ra I s o his
people thel can’t stond the thought  gjeam at the old depotl in Webster  ther sstulely silualed along the Team has dan
of @ hustling, bustling city. Toa Springs for the beginning of & riverbank in a residential srea, paper

fol of people, the peace and soli-
tude that abounds sround us makes
Webster Counts ahlv;nhrhwd

woild loom out of the esrly morn
ing misl as a concrefe reminder
that civilization will forever re-
main lucked away in the halls of

land, Immediatel

smoky, noisy trip upsiream along
Elk River.
The track ilself, winding and
bwisting aleng the river possessas
He ]

surely a alift i
{ 8ep over onl

sort of repuds th
fhan & dent in the
face, On upsires
Curlin, scens o
Curfin Lumber
rather large op

crealoa the fallx, In" the cove
baehing the falls, about fifty species
of planis can be found, a factor
attributed to the frost pocked that
dominates that area.

Dehind the A & P Store

\d % L

mr train -:-plr:l'lini'b.

While wailing for that head of

steam to build up, a visitor could

take @ short trip through the nearby

= roilyard (wood rails, that is) to

- walch how the highly popular rail
of

and in
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In days gone by, iron man and machines struggled to
extract the timber from the rugged slopes throughout the state,
Granted, in most instances, the sole governing motive was
profit; however, the men whose very existence depended upon
the pulling of crosscul saws, swinging an axe, or crawling over
the ice-covered logs to set the brakes of several cars of a
Shay-drawn logging train, have become a part of history which
will always be a nostalgicmemory in the minds of Americans
everywhere--and in those of West Virginians most of all.

It is the hopa of the editor and authors of this publication
that the logging train can once againmake its music throughout
the land along the Western Maryland and Cass Scenic Rail-
roads from Elkins in Randolph County through Pocahontas

County to Webster Springs in Webster County., An area
developed by the logging railroad can once again be developed
but in such a way as tonot mar the land for future generations.
The trains will run again, but this time the cargo will be
tourists, worth far more in relative weight than logs, and
capable of appreciating the scenic beauty of this wonderful land.

Many people have been asked to help with this project, but
few have responded. People seem content tolet some one else
do all the work and then reap the economic benefit for free.
Perhaps our society has degenerated o this, but when one looks
st the persons contacted for financial support who would have
stood to profit from the railroad, but did not offer any assist-
ance at all, one mustwonder that money could possibly mean so
much. Some of these individuals can remember when the area
was known for its appeal to tourists and can also remember
that unconcerned residents allowed this type of industry to die.
Can the power of the almighty dollar be so great that the lessons
of the past are ignored just to save a few dollars and then lose
in the long run?

If those persons known as the “railroad team” had been paid
for their many hours of work with the project, the bill would be
o sxcess of $100,000.00. They cannot and do not expect to
sver make sny money from the scenic railroad; their only
resson lor doing what they have done is their love of railroads.
They want 1o see people come to the area to get a taste of the
sighls and sounds of the railroads of the past on what will be
B worid s longes! sconic railroad.

I s e Bus end thal the Webster -Randolph Scenic Railroad

Toom has develed its time and effort, and now dedicates this
pEpar

G Lerey Crislip, Editer
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gchool, Nature
ee known al Wooddell
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b Found, a faclor

be frost pocket that
area.

L& P Store and in
pSchool, canbe seen
e oulcroppings of
are to be found in
w Webster County.
m end of the Town
interest thal must
K in the annals of
ity Whather view-
yed fright from the
| crumpled heap at
pver Lem 15 most

paper

e R e e R e

surely a ¢liff thal a person would
step over only after due thought
and consideration had been given (o
what the fulure offered - and even
then, not necdlessly,

Then, there is Cherry Falls and
ite namesake Chorry Falls - a quiet
than a dent in the EIk's glassy sur
On wpstream to Parcoal and
Curtin, scene of the Pardee and
Curtin Lumber Mill which is a
rather large operation that also
exports products. Themill utilizes
the railroad as a vital link for
moving products to market,

Neat comes Bergoo, an oldmin-
ing and logging town that still feels
the effects of those heydey years
every time two large-size rain-
drops fall in the same place in
either Leather wood or Bergoo
Creek. A flashflood caused exten-
sive damage to the existing bridge
and roadway last July 16 and the
effects are still evident.

After passing Bergoo, the grade
begins to rise guickly. Not much
iime i3 wasted in getting to the
variable boundary between the cen-
tral hardwood forest(with itshick-
ory, yellow poplar, oak and ash) and
the northern hardwood forest
sporting mostly beech, sugar map-
le, and yellow birch. Further up
the mountains, the northern coni-
region 15 reached with its
thickly matted red spruce that
give the mountain lop the appear-
ance of a Mohawk haircut,

Whritiaker Falls will undoubtedly
become a regular rest stop on the
scenic route. Short but wide, the
falls sxhibits the woes of Niagara
Fallis - a soft layer of shale under-
neath the mare-resistant top layer
of sandstone is gradually washing
supy lewving no support for the top
wfuch sventually breaks off from
Mz o= weighl. Many years from
s, B falls will ba nothing more
P g rapeh
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G, Leroy Crislip, Editar
January B, 1971

points af majar inle
track to Bald Knob in Poc sharite
Counly, bul to be emphasized hope
15 the fact that scenic beauty pre
vails all along the track and tour-

rest along the

ists will need necks m

bar if they are to =cn pu.r;r;;.i-ll;:n'.

i pRawk

Lranc |I1ll.l- lis |I:'II'|I'II1I.I.IIII'I1_ andilwas
left intentionally until last, InWeb-
ster Springs there is to be found
something called salt-sulphur wa-
ter that no visitor to Town should
miss, but each visilor should have,
as | have had, the privilege of
making it the first or last item
on his agenda,

Collection of Georgia Donald

Wooddell Falls opposite the
present Webster Springs High
Schoal bullding puu:. a 'lll"l of
the scenary along rYRAT
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ALONG THE SCENIC RAILRD'

{Ay Gordon T. Hamrick - Continued from Page 14)

which has survived lwo flash floods
in less than forly years - leads
one into the old Western Maryland
Railway yard complex., Just a
cross the bridge, on the righl,
stood the depot; all that remains
are a few concrete pilings. A few
yards further upriver, where the
equipment shed now stands, siood
the water lower, At one lime, a
half dozen Baldwin engines could
have been found in the yard at any
given time; toeday, only the echoes
of whistle and hiss of steam re-
main. The sidings sit emply,
rails rusting, ties rotting.

Leaving Bergoo, the Scenic Rail-
road hugs the cliffs on the righi.
To the left, the highway shares the
available space with the river.
Every so often, these two contesi
the existing space; the river us-
ually wins. Man may interfere
with the river; he cannot tame or
control it. Even the railroad is
not immune to the ravages of the
surging walers. Mule evidence
of these constant skirmishes is
found in the driftwood piled along
the right-of-way.

Al Bergoo Creek, the highway
swings across the river, while the
railroad continues on the right of
the river. Ewvidence of one-time
fuman habitation s visible along
thus stretch of railroad. Brush-
ehoked river bolloms attest to
one -lime farms. Remains of vari-
sus types of buildings are visible
a1 dfferenl places. A palch of
hight -colored greenery on a slope
beiln of & hardy pioneer  More and
Bwre, remans of susponsion bri

Bg=s remind the Iraveler thal al
e e, Bhe railrosd was the only
ey o cowm o e oulside
A Bper siMine o 4] the P a1 dee
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yal lo carrvy it'e first lnad of coal
Difficulties of an unknown nalure
possibly a guestion of mineral
rights, a right-of-way problem,
ar insufficent coal to justify min
ing - caused the bridge lo be a
bandoned. Although anoccassional
enterprising four-wheel drive en-
thusiast may cross if, it is gen
erally limited to fool traffic
fishermen and hunters,

From Whittaker Falls, it is
‘only a short distance to Hickory
Lick and the former Bethelehem
Steel Company mines. The tipple
complex has fallen upon hard
times, and sits silenl, vacanl win=-
dows staring over the once in-
dustrious area. The calwalks have
fallen in; parts of the roof are
askew Some enterprising in-
dividual is building a loading plat-
form on one of the sidings. Pre-
sumably, coal is to be trucked
down from a sirip mine on the
mountain to the siding. Mercifully,
the loading platform is on the side
of the river opposite the Scenic
Railreoad. The road leading up the
mountain is real and ugly.

A few miles above Hickory Lick,
the Greenbrier Limestone rises
above the drainage and, after adis-
lance of a mile or so, is elevated
sufficiently for the railroad to
cross it. Thereafer, the cliffs
on the right are formed by the
Greenbrier, rather than the Web-
ster Springs sandslone which has
predominated since leaving Web-
ster Springs. Al this point, also,
the railroad swings almost due
south for the run to Slaly Fork
To the right, Sharp's Knob isvisi
visible also is the evidence ol
Har dwoods

ble
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(%] t:qn,]._-r doaminate the mouniamn
lops palches f wihal v e was an
alyi o ey wl i I Med Spruce £ 14l

\

h-' ¢
- i
L™

|

na .

\ the Enicely Collection
n

food
g Was always g&ﬁd

no mi
v ak Tnuhiff g




ually wins, wian may inierfore
with the river; he cannol tame ar
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surging walers. Mule ovidence
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swings across the river, while the
railroad continues on the right of
the river. Evidence of one-lime
human habitation is visible along
thie strotech of railroad. Brush
choked river boltoms attest to
one-time farms. Remains of vari-
ous types of buildings are visible
at different places. A patch of
light-colored greenery on a slope
tells of a hardy pioneer. Here and
there, remains of suspension bri-
dges remind the traveler that at
ane time, the railroad was the ﬂnll,-
means of access to the outside.
s At Byers(Mine No. 4), the Pardec

renic Railroad
dedicates this

ateresi .'l'l'ldﬂ.g the
sk m Pocahontas

emphagized bwre and Curtin tipple complex sits,
oy ““mr P - silenlt and rusting, the sidings o-

e x vergrown wilth weeds and brush.
l.’ﬂlﬂ“' Fhe river bottoms opposite  the

tipple, which once housed the Wost-

Iway section

crews and water tower, are slowly

% v 'ﬂr; growing up in Yellow Poplar({or

. b found - Tulip Tree, if you prefer). There
o -sclpfnr we - is liltle evidence of the hand of
b Tows should man except for the remains of an
v it d Bve old wire fence near Big Run, and an
b preedege of - occasional piece of pipe stuck into
| 2 bt rdem some rivulel to form a faucet,

The cliffs along the entire length
of the Scenic Railroad, whichwere
» once blasted from living rock to
form a roadbed, have atained a
sere maturity. Except for an oc-
e cassional fresh scar caused by

- recent fracturing of the rock, most

. ul the cliffs are covered wilh lich-

2 ens and mosses. The violence

- required to create the roadbed is
no longer in evidence,

» Above Byers, the railroadopens

% Anto seme of il's longest and stra-

. ighlest stretches. Between Big
fun and Whittaker Falls, the run

is Bwough a speclacular area,
Massive cliff on the left of the

reaches some three hundred
e . Across the face
. chift. the secondary high-
may Bt provides access lo the
s wmonle e ariously

W righer F alls on e Webaler -
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sumabily, coal is ta be irucked
down from a slrip mine on the
mountain to the siding, Mercifully,
the loading platform is on the side
of the river opposite the Scenic
Railroad. The road leading up the
mountain is real and ugly

b
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A few miles abave Hickory Lick,
the Greenbrier Limestone rises
above the drainage and, after a dig-
tance of a mile or so, is elevated
sufficiently for the railroad to
cross it.  Thereafter, the cliffs
on the right are formed by the
Greenbrier, rather than the Weh- ¥
ster Springs sandstone which has
predominated since leaving Wab-
ster Springs. At this point, also,
the railroad swings almost due
south for the run to Slaty Fork.
Te the right, Sharp’s Knob isvisi-
ble;: visible also is the evidence of
8 change in the flora. Hardwoods
ng longer dominate the mountain
tops;: patches of whatl once was an

unbroken stand of Red Spruce can
b soaen.

¢y have N

Many years ago, Aldo Leopold
wrote, “Recreational development
is not a job of building roads
into lovely country, but of building
receptivity into the still unlovely
human mind. We owe it to ourself
and to the good earth thatsupports
us to curb our avarice to the ex-
tent of leaving a few spots un-
touched and unexploited . . .” The
Scenic Railroad proposes to do
this by utilizing already existing
facilities to give the tourist a
leisurely contact with nature and
the past.

EPILOGUE

The foregoing is a reasonably
complete representation _nf my
impressions and notes; the imper-
sonal view recorded by a well
stopped-down camera lens isquite
different. The route out of Webster
Springs by rail is no different
from any other ¢ily, regardless of
size. Shacks with rusting wash-
ing machines on the porches hine
the right-of-way. Old bewr cans,
automobile hulks, automobile ti-
res, and other debris line the
right-of -way and the streams. Se-
sttered garbage dumps are visible
along the highways. Abandoned
coa! tipple and slag heaps dom-
inate the landscape. The hills are
cripn-crossed by a mage of roads,
leading 10 Minsng cperstions ur to
lumbering operations  Each ran




occasional piece of pipe stuck into
some rivulet to form a faucet,

The cliffs along the entire length
of the Scenic Railroad, whichwere
once blasted from living rock lo
form a roadbed, have attained a
sere maturity, Except for an oc-
cassional fresh scar caused by
recent fracturing of the rock, most
of the cliffs are covered with lich-
. ens and mosses. The violence
required to create the roadbed is
no longer in evidence.

Above Byers, the railroad opens
into some of it's longest and stra-
ightest stretches. Between Big
Run and Whittaker Falls, the run

. 's through a spectacular ares.

A massive cliff on the left of the

river roaches some three hundred

feet vertically. Across the face

of this cliff, the secondary high-

. way thal provides access to the
area winds precariously.

Whittaker Falls, on the Webster -
Randolph County line, was once a
magnificent view, Alas, but time
Nas taken it's toll. What was once
ph & thirty-foot flume at the turn of
he century has degencrated into
hittle more than a glorified rapid.
The terrible scour ing power of a
.- Swiftly -flowing stream is in evi-

Gence here. A recent fracturing
. o e face of the falls did little
. 0 enhance 11’y appearance: how-
' Swer. Bus is the only falls on the
Frwwr morthy of the name. A fow
More years. and Whittaker Falls
@il be only 8 memory Replacing
M ol be series of chutes in

¥ 4 nell

-

touched and unexploited . « Th
S-c_unic Railroad Proposes {q d:
Ihll; Ib_y utilizing already existing
facilitios to give the tourist 3

leisurely contact with nature ang
the past,

EPILOGUE

The foregoing is a reasonably
complete representation of my
impressions and notes; the imper-
sonal view recorded by a well
stopped-down camera lens is quite
different. The route out of Webster
Springs by rail is no different
from any other city, regardless of
size. Shacks with rusting wash-
Ing machines on the porches line
the righbuf—way. Old beer cans,
autornobile hulks, automobile tj-
res, and other debris line the
right-of-way and the streams. Sc-
attered garbage dumps are visible
along the highways. Abandoned
coal tipple and slag heaps dom-
inate the landscape. The hills are
Criss-crossed by a maze of roads,
leading to mining operations or to
lumbering operations. Each rain
contributes it's quota of precious
topsoil to that already in the stream
channels - and to the mudflats in
Sutton Reservoir,

One fact is inescapable - the
extractive industries as presently
operating are not compatible with
tourism. We can have one or the
other, we cannot have both operat-

in the same are concurrently.
Mm will it be? M the Scenc
Rasiroad s to become a reality,
Webster County must roll wp it's
collective sleeves and get down to
e serous busisess of cleaning
- e ladal ape
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LOGGING RAILROADS
AND
LOGGING CAMPS

(By Gordon T. Hamrick - Continued from Page 6)

At Bill McCourt’'s Leatherwood
camp, the family | visited was that
of Ray Bright. Ray was “lobby
hog” for the camp His son,
Shirley, and | were in the same
class and became greal friends
| thought nothing of the four miles
or s0 to hike to and from school.
All | was interested in was what
went on at the camp. If | was
lucky, one of the teamsters would
gven let me take his team to water,
and ' was really a thrill to be
entrusted with the care of those
nimals

Since my father was a logging
coniracior, animals and | were
o strangers. However, my fa-
e used mostly mules on his
poba and for this reason, they were
“The Jackass Jobs.™
Dver the years, we had a variely
of crifiers, some sxemplary, bul
maally ornery. There was "Mable™
geotle and intelligent, but she could
il sl 8 hod There was
Tearge”, wha had an foul a din
pesilan 83 anything or snyone |
bhpew wver el MHe came Trom
Viegis sa shall bechen tmo year
e ODwrog s lirsd wesh in the
sy b rearly losl g foul when
te faded b oot ot of e way of

ke A%

farm. George retained his foul
disposition to the end; he was
never ridden, and to shoe him, it

was necessary to rope him in the
"stocks.”

Among the other animals, there
was a pair of medium-weight hor-
ses named "Charlie” and “Fannie.”
Charlic was of aplacid disposition,
and would stand while kids crawled
around, over, and under him, or
swung on his tail. He thought,
however, that four-thirty a.m. was
a fine time to kick the siding off
his stall. Ewvery barn he was
stabled in could be recogmzed by
the lack of siding around his stall.
“Fannie”, while not as placid as
“Charlie”, was intelligent and easy
to handle; indeed, like most women,
she often had a mind of her own
and acted without direction from
the handlar

None of the animals my father
used could be compared with the
horses used by McCourt. | did

not realize unlil much later that
the amimals my father used were
selocted with & view loward their
being able to move quickly, Mec
Court's animals, on the other hand,
wers aslecled for their ability to
pall @ heavy load

A Pardee
and lots of it.

a matched pair o
weighed 2200 poun
horses, like all logg
bridles with short n
tle boy on the back ¢
critters with a sh
when the horse red
drink, the boy 15 &
splash. The few lin
o drink, one or
be sure to switch his
in the drink | would
ot of time drywng o
of the boarding hous
in later years, | sus|
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team had been well trained.

In every logging camp, there was
sure to be a number of mongerels
ol indeterminate breed. We would
borrow a lantern from the stable
hand, cuff up a lazy dogor two, and
sei forth on a coon hunt. The late
Robert Ruark once expressed the
opinion that any man who went
coon hunling was simply looking
for an excuse to gel drunk and Tall
palch, We didn'l gel
but we did fall into & num

nlo a brier
ok
L ! brier

ol tha | |1I|t

palches and knocked
The natural stale of

S aka 1

From the Knicely Collection

A Pardes & Curlin logging camp lacked much in appearance, but there was always good food

evenis i1s that you have no matches,
and you are faced with the certain
knowledge that between you and
camp lie anumber of brier patches,
several miles of rough territory,
a number of streams, all of which
are certainly inhabited by bears
and other animals of strange sorts
Things like this lend a certan
rest, not to say speed, to the re-
lurn o camp We never did en-
counter a coon | don' { know what
dore had we ac

we would have

cidentally tripped over one Pro-
I".ﬂhl"f we would have bédn s sur
The dogs

|

prised a3 the coon

pre—arapee D - - L]
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The salt wall lay as il had lain
these many thousands of ywars,
resting easily in the haollow hands
of the rocks Barn of the sarth’s
iravail, the vallay in which the
sall well lay had come into being
amid that period of mounltain-buil
ding now known as the Appalachian
Revolulion Amid the shatiering
of rock, the uplifting snd fract
uring of a continental wverlebra,
great fault cracks oponed in the
earth’s crust

This was a lonely land, renl
and torn by varthguakes, ils sur-
face shallered and cracked. In
an age long past, there had been
grésler rainfall and the area had
rested under a warm, shallow, in-
land ses. Following the uplifting
of the mounlains, glaciers spread
down from the north and rainfall
beceme grester. Deop valleys
wars carved inle the landscape,

#s the more resistant rocks on the
ridges channwled the run-off inlo
sireams which gouged ever deeper
s the crust of the earth,
hi"lr the glaciers reireated in

Eountry ta the north, rainfall
tecame loss. Yegelation appoared

@ e slopes of the mountaing, A

trickle of water high on a ridge

vesped inle & Crack in the rock and

Frwwe u deink of the sall ,
ol ’l_-l__. 9

=a s s r'rl-h.m-ll i
P dar® gl lrin e mos!  The
Font ol P onpemumal s « armve bo & i

by Gordon T. Hamrick

al the sall Spring

Time passed, and several thous
and yuars ago, a man came o drink,
the first of the hunlers and food
gatherers to find this remote spol
The primilive man carried a stone
hand-axe and a throwing stick
with a spear. Adecr came to drink,
unagware that the hunter was crou-
ched in the rocks and brush behind
hirm. The deer heard the man whan
he moved lo make his spear-thrust,
but it was loo late, The bunler
skinned oul his viclim, ale a part
of i, and departed for the west,

Fow hunters came so far south
or oast, MHunting was good &lse-
whare, without crossing into the
mountainous region. Only inhimes
of necessily did hunters come so
far south and casl

The while man settled the coast
of MNorth America, forcing he

Indians, loarning of the salt 'rl'ng.
mnu hire more frequently to

By teey P ¥ -..,-....'.‘.;

riwar  which Tlowed “Lruu#\ L1iTS
valley the Eik River - Elk Tiskel-
wah, “river of fal wik "~

i 48 Can be deter

lar, bt the o
faresl. Tim %

T

‘ drutry.  The 'p

“The Rise And Fall
0f A Tourist Center

In, ar prior 1o, 1785, the vallm
was visited by a bearded siranger
a white man named Abram Meirs
The localily subsequently becams
known as Fork Lick, since th
sall lick which gave the site it"
name was localed al the junctior
of the Elk River and the Back Fork
of the Elk River.

History does not record the name
of the firsl selller al Fork Lick,
When Websier County was created
by an Act of the Virginia General
Assembly, January 10, 1860, from
Nicholas, Braxton, and Randolph
counties, the statute provided that
the name of the seal of justice -
or county seat - should be Addison
(from Addigon McLaughlin, thi
owner of the land onwhich the town
was located). An Act of the Wesl
Virginia Legislature n 1903 cha
nged the name to Webster Springs
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The Rise And Fall

Of A Tourist Center
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Indians, learning u( th:- salt sprmg,
returned here more frequently to
hunt; yel, so far as can be deler-
mined, no Indian ever called the
valley home. Game was plentitul;
the Shawnee Indians named the
FIVEr which lowod through the
valley the Elk Rivaer Elk Tiskal

wah, “river of fat elk.”

largest frame building in the warld having a total of 300 rooms.

Collection of Berlin Chapman
The Webster Springs Hotel was during its existence(1904-1925] the

Many

facilities even today considered luxuries were commonplace at this

fourist center,
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\ergl springs prio
War Botwoen the States. History
does not record the name of the
earliest proprietor to exploit the
mineral properties of the spring.
However, roads and railrusds were
consequently, travel
wan limitied o muale rail F owi
travelers braved the
visit the mineral spring
of enterprising businessmen, who
o names are lost to history, pro
posed to change all this, In 1838 o
1899, thay chartered the Holly
River Railroad Company, with a
view of developing and offering
rail facilities for the wisitors to
(then) Addison inthe summer mon-
ths for the purpose of drinking and
bathing in the Salt Sulphur walers.
Construction of the original unit
of the Webster Springs Hotel was
beqgun at about the same time.
The Holly River Railroad Com-
pany managed to complete con-
struction of a narrow-gauge rail-
road as far as Hechmer on the
Holly River in Webster County be
fore it was acquired by the Holly
River and Addison Railway Com-
pary. The line from Diana, on
Holly River, to Addison, onthe Elk
River, was completed in 1901 or
1902. Presumably, the Webster

non -""\-"i"-.tl-:'|1;

wilderness o
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pleted by this time, to handle the
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pewsed to change & thas In 1898 or i

(1898 they charfered the Holly

River RAmiroad Company, wilh 2

yeem of developing and offering
rail tacilities for the visitors 1o
{then) Addison in the summer mon-
s for the purpose of drinking and
bathing n the Salt Sulphur waters.
Corstruction of the original unit
ol the Webater Springs Hotel was

pegun at asbout the same time
The Molly River Railroad Com-

== Pelwn The NIaTes. ks F
- ecord the name of the

earliest propriefor o exploit the

Webster Springs of 1912,

Webste

The author has attempted to identify the majority of the buildings shown in the
above photo by talking with several of the town's residents who could remember

The type of building or the owner and in some cases

both are: (1) Flem Hamrick; (2) Woodale; (3) Daily Blacksmith Shop; (4) Methodist
Church; (5) Dormitory; (6) Tom Daily; (7) Woodsel; (8) Skidmore (3) Dr. McLaugh-

expected influx of tourists.

The Honorahle Jobhn T, MceGraw,

tourist attr

pary maraged to complele con-
struction of 8 narrow-gauge rail- It is hardly a coincidence that from Grafton, W. Va., was a man The Wesl
rosd a3 far a3 Mechmer on the the name-of the town was changed of vision and ambition. He owned road, a bra
Meily Biver i Webster County be to Webster Springs in 1903; that timber and mineral interests in Ohio Railr
- | was acquired by the Holly construction of the now-famous the Webster Springs area. Devel- masterpiec
Bwwer and Addison Railway Com- Webster Springs Hotel was begun opment of the industrial inleresis ing by me:
Sy The lme from Disna, on in 1904: and that the Honorable reguired a railroad; why not devel - ross the r
Mglly River, to Addison, onthe Elk John T. MeGraw chartered the op the tourist facilities at the same and Elk Ri
Bever. wan completed i 1901 or West Virginia Midland Railroad, time? And Col. McGraw forthwith cuts, and a
rans Fresumably, the Webster which swallowed the Holly River set forth to make Webster Springs the appro:z
and Addison Railway Company, in one of the nation's best known was as cun

Sorega Hotel had also been com-
pleted by s bLime, to handle the
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The Salt Sulphur Well drilled by Asdison Mcli
and 1860 to » depth of 169 feet was » Durist attr
until it was eventually allowed to fall sl ruin,

Collection of Georgia Donala
Litfn Topstia oo Ba W Vo Mudiand between £l and Molly Rivers
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Webster Springs, West Virginia, Ar

(10) Wysong; (11) Dyer; (12) Rimfire Hamrick; (13) Withers (14) Ma

ton;
i of the bonldingi: thown in the tel: (16) Kell :
(15) Talbot Hotel; (16) Kelly Hamrick; (17) Currey: (18) Hamrick Hotel- (19) |
PR o las: (20) Cash Store; (21) Valley Hotel: (22) Hotel Rutherford: (23) Dr
h M -‘dl .
:mm--th Shoo u-.‘:;:{;.m: (24) Hines; (25) Benetdy; (26) Arthur; (27) Oakland Hotel: (28) Church: (29) C
: (30) Webster Echo; (31) Bank; (32) Couch Store; (33) Jail; (34) Court

B Sivdmore {9 Dr l.fcl_lup‘i'

pourist altractrons a movie director.

i T_M -
o '., _:‘ ; __J_II The West Virginia Midland Rail- The Webster Springs Hotel, at
hition. Mo ouned road. 8 pranch of the Baltimore and that time the largest frame huild-
ral islerests i oo Railroad, was, n itself, a ing in the world and the second
wos area. Deve ~asterpiece of engineering. Wind- largest hotel 1n West Virgima,
ndastrsal mierests og by means of switchbacks ac- was a suitable setting for the
it wivy not deve ross the ridge between the Holly SCene. Built largely of native
A — wd Elkc River, through deep rock lumber, the Webster Springs Hotel
A e e ~ts and across the high trestles, boasted of 300 rooms, a dining
¢ Whetsir Sor oAl &w aocproach to Webster Springs room, a ballroom, Turkish and
wm s Sewl Amown was a3 cunningly arranged as ifby

Callsction of Gordea T Hamrih

Lovers Lane which salended
w Baan Fart in the general ares
of Ball Stres! mas ane of e low
“sidmmains” - Be sarly days

Tha Kig
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irginia, Around 1912

(13) Withers (14) Marfon s
(19) MNicho

prarack

(35) Church; (36) Hicks Building; (37) Skidmore Hotel: (38
ov: (18) Hamrich Hotel

People’s Store; (40) Tracy Building; (41) Truman Rose; (4

130 Mete! Butherford; (23) Dr. Allen Store; (44) Enick Law Office; (45) Stable; (46) White; (47) P
and Motel (28) Church; (29) Currey Store; (49) Klondike; (50) Drug Store and Post Office: (5
Shere: (31) Jail; {M4) Court House (652) Bowling Alley: and (53) Webster Springs Hotel,
amenities such as bowling alleys, Well, (Contrary to popular belief, different lev
Mabal @ vatlure golf courses, riding sta the SGalt Sulphur Well is not the this well s
— o slex  the best fishing in the country original Fork Lick S.pr Ing he carbon dioxi
he second eoerr carpeting floored the rooms spring, located as it was, at the it it's char;
Ve and halls: the food was second lo junction of the Elk and Back Fork other well
§ fer B wweve  Stulfed and mounted heads of of the Elk, suffered from pollu such a digti
o PR wilive game - deer, elk, buffalol or tion by flooding following each By the tir
s bacle seson) bear. plus a host of lesser heavy rain. Addison McLaughlin ered the ¥
8 B~ smals ned the hallways, A drilled the Sall Sulphur Well some- Railroad wu
T N0 LT somd n back of the hotel sported time between the years of 1850 and lourists ind
8' of o seese and ducks. A walkway known 1860, in search of salt brine. The ing the sumr

Promenade” led
the Hotel to the Salt Sulphur

g MocGraw's
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d 1912

(3%) Church
People + Store

{36) Micks Building; (37) Skidmore Hotel; (38) Gregory Hotel: (39)
{40) Tracy Building; (41) Truman Rose; (42) Miller: (43) Feed

Store (44) Enick Law Office; (45) Slable; (46) White; (47) Pool (48) Gillespie's
Steore (49) Klondike; (50) Drug Stare and Post Office; (51) Moore s Shoeshop:
L)) Bowling Alley; and (53) Webster Springs Hotel.

- 2 alleys L E wrary to popular belief,
1 o 2l the Sall Sulphur Well 18 not the
L ginal Fork Lick Spring The
S al ! g eated as il was, al the
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The water from
this well 13 unique in the hlqh

different levels

carbon dioxide content, which gives
it it's characleristic “"bite.” No
other well 1n the state can claim
such a distinclion

By the time Caol, McGraw chart-
ered the West Virginia Midland
Railroad in 1905, the trickle of
tourists into Webster Springs dur-
ing the summer months had become
a torrent. Hotels sprang up, as if
by magqgic, although many of them
were hardly qualified for the name
even by the standards of that day

In one of the earliest known D
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Pedostirian traffic in Webster Sp
rings n early days seems to have
been something of a venture n
daring Main Streetl was paved
from the wvicinity of the Oakland
Hotel to the Court House; around
the river side of the Court Square
and possibly as far as Union Street.
Sidewalks are visible in the lower
end of town; the street is of mud,
and crossing was accomplished at

the risk of being mired down. A
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guests from the resl ol the lowns

folks seperating the shoeop from
the goals, mo to speak Anothor
boardwalk, known as “Lover's
Lane, ran up Back Fork in the
general arva of whal 15 now Beoll
Stroet In the rest of the town,

rocks were sel on end in the stre

olis), botween the ruts made by
wagon wheels, for pedestrians to
and woe be the poor
lost balance

Cross, lo
pedestrian
while crossing

The early proprietors in Web-
ster Springs to seem to have been
o0 busy separaling the tourist
from his money to construct add-
itwonal facilities for tourist recre-
atwn.

The Tracy building housed the
skating rink (and als o the first
high school in the county.) The
bowling alley was near the cen-
ter of town along the river bank,
and the Klondike, where a fellow
fook his girl for anice cream cone,
was located in one of the buildings
just up the street. Recreational
facilities, other than these, seem
2 have been non-existent, except
possibly for a pool hall.

Contrary to popular belief, it
was not the freguent fNires that
rwvaged Webster Springs that spel
P death of tourism as an
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which still exists, was one of th

The Oakland Hotel,
Webster Springs.

from all over the eastern part of
the United States flocked to these
operations, “dead-heading” on log-
ging trains; walking, travelling as
best they could. Every town was
full of uncouth ruffians, often
drunk, always belligerent. And,
always, there was the ever-pre-
sent prospect of open warfare be-
tween the foreign railroad men -
track crews - and the lumbermen,
as can be attested by any news-
paper of the period.

Add to these facts the destruc-

whether it is
struct tourist fa
the tourist, or wh
the tourist and
lities to care for
question; one s
other. Without #
no need for the
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is required is a
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1st gradually anc
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tion of the game habitat caused ,gad will not
by logging, the destruction of the gyufficient touris
Clear trout streams caused by facilities are

erosion, and the piclure becomes
more grim. And, along about this

them: the facil
profitless with

time, the American public had road
developed its love affair with the
sutomobile, and “auto camping” Thans
was the rage. Auto roads were
. past and talk
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in 1925 lourism was llreldf dead
as a dodo, having been done in by
inchyetrial nalably
lumbering Tourism in Webstor
Sormgs had reached a zenith some
where aboul 1912 or 1913 and.
fram thal dale, had stoadily fallen

ot " was no coincidence that the
- e i

development |

Wrisrm was acCi 11Tr|IF+'|r'I
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.
As any old timer can relate,

al lurmibe

~ ®arly loggers were a breed apart
 trom o

people  Fiorcely in-

ather
dependent, they woere a wandering
group, following the logging camps,
and working at each camp just
long enough to build a stake to reach
the next operation. As a rule, the
fogoers were a hard-working group

outside of

[ Lattisl Camp camp,
ey were ahard-drinking, profane
and belligerent crew. Few tour-
ts who had the misfortune to be
on the same train with a crew of
dgrunken lumbermeni{or wookhicks)
would care 1o repeat the experi-
ence Even more to the point,
e lownspeople quickly learned
Sat e loggers demanded less
» e way of accomodations than
&d Be tourisis, and were, conse-
guently. easier lo separate from
Bear money. The quality of hotel
Mromedslions declined, and so
d e sumber of lourisis The
Ostiand and Webster Springs hot
&5 Mevgted o mantain stand
s, il ! was & losing batlle
The headwaters of the Elk, Gau
My, Maldy Williama, and Cran

foemrs mere the il un

time, the American public had
developed its love affair with the
automobile, and "auto camping”
was the rage. Auto roads were
non-existent in Webster County;
tourists shunned the County A;_
the lime the Webster Springs Ho-
tel burned in 1925, atl the heart

of the season, nt reputediy
had & total of &gt Paying guests

-'"Hl_ Tar HOrmo years

“wihile eiephant,

The Depression came along; Col.
McGraw passed away andhis estate
went in liquidation. The real es-

tale and railroad righis in Websiar
County were purchased by Pardee
& Curtin; the real estate was re-
tained and the railroad rights were
sold to the Western Maryland Rail -

way. Passenger service from
Centralia been disconmtinued-
Western Maryland Railway had
never offered passenger service
The track from Centralia was torn
up for scrap and the rolling stock
junked. The section of West Vir-
ginia Midland Railroad toward
Bergoo was standardized and con-
nected with the former Greenbrier,
Cheat and Elk Railroad which ran
up Elk River, to Elkins. The Back
Fork section of the West Virginia
Midland Railroad was torn up for
scrap early during World War 1I
Meantime, the early mnferior
earthern roads of the County had
been replaced by, or were being
replaced by, roads more suifed to
automobile travel: however, auto
travel on any Webster County road
was still something of an adven-
ture, the roads beng generally
stoop, narrow, and rough. The
start of construction of State Route
20 v 1925 revived talk of Websler
Becom 2 fourist center
E:Tn M':-‘ ntermittentiy
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gre Unaled Slales When the lum

ber mterests, nolably the Spruce

Lussper Companyllater the Wesl
Virgnsa Pulp and Paper Company)
and B2 Cherry River Boom and
Lumber Company, began opera
bors. e death knell for tourism
had sounded The Spruce Lumber
Comgany operalbions 10 Webster
County began about 1913; the
Cherry River Boom and Lumber
Commpany operations about 1307,
i Be Gauley River section be-

g spemed about 1917 Loggers

Fork section of the West Virginia
Midland Railroad was torn up for
scrap early during World War |1

Moantime, tho inferior
earthern roads of the County had
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start ol construction of State Roule
20 in 1925 revived talk of Webster
Springs becoming a tourist center
This talk continued intermittently
throughout the Depression and cul
minated in the Rhododendron Fes-
tivals of 1938 through 1942. These
Festivals were the dying gasp of
attemmpts to reestablish a tourist
industry. Apparently, the pro-
moters had yet to learn the lesson
of their predessors; industrial de-
velopment and tourism aren’t com-
atible. In this case, the “"wood-
hicks” had been replaced by min-
ers and nothing else had really
changed

Since the “crash”™ of coal mining
during the late 1950°s, there has
been talk of Webster County be-
coming 8 tourist ceater. Various
studies have cited all the attract-
ons the speclacular scenery,
the rivers, the remote location
The same studies also cCite the
problems lack of faclities, ro-
ads. and capilal to construct mod-
ern facilihies

Much effer!, Lime, g Mmoney,
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eration which can attract the tour

el gradually and, at the same time,
provide for im. The Scenic Rail

road will not, in itself, altract
sulficient tourists unless adequate
facilitien are available to serve
them the Tacilhities alone will be
profitless without the Scenic Rail

road

Those who want to live in the
paat and talk of 3 tourist industry™
hould take a walk through Hotel
Sottom and look atl the relics of the
past Wendell Hoover's house sits
slop B foundation of the old Web-
ster Sprngs Motel. A part of the
ee | med M Gr am Promenade can
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LOGGING
LOCOMOTIVES

! (By G. Leroy Crislip -

Continued from Page 4)

win which maght have made 1t but
far the lale entry into the field
and the BHaldwin Locomotive Wo
Fis decison lo concentrate on the
art ated logging locomolive

The Meisler gave the Shay a run
Fivr i+ money in the lqir;[]””] if
BRIy The principle was sim

ar, bt the overall designwas dif

e — —

for onit The Heisler could n an
atpimoliwwe sonse be lermed a
W37 since !t had two large cy
wders ponting down and inward
below ™he steam dome n a8 “v”
shape  The comnecling rods turned =
i 2 cranshaft whuch attached to a
.} M s pordal dr vweshaft exlending un
der e boiler much as in the Shay
e @riveshat was ivided by
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a crankshaflt which attached to a .

hot izontal deiveshaltl extending un-
der the boiler much as in the Shay
The dviveshaft was divided by
universal joints, and beveled ends
of the shaft metl one axle of each
truck much as in the differential
of an automobile. The other axle
of each truck did nol louch the
driveshall, instead, the wheels we-
re connectedby a metal rod to those
driven directly by the horizontal
shaft. Supposedly the Heisler was
to be easier on the rails because
of the cylinder arrangement ba-
tancing the downward piston force
as opposed to the lopsided cylinder
arrangement on the Shay. The
Heisler as did all the other geared
locomolives simply came along too
fate to establish as good a re-
putation as the Shay
The Climax locomotive had only
twd cylinders as in the Heisler.
bl they were placed on opposile
sides of the boiler near the smoke-
Sox pownting toward the rear and
Gomnward.  The valve gear was of
& more iraditional type, and the
fomnecing rods attached to a fly-
wheel on each side which n turn
Migched o ek or cross shalts
gelerdong wnder e boiler from

. ' '
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Wider neath  Ihe boiler as in the
Mo.slor

frhe Williamette wWas S0 much
e e Shay. that! the casual ob-
server could nat wil ! from Ay
-t viewed from & distance Some
oFf e o ign was Copied derectly
rom Be Say with fow varialions
alfer Uhe ofsgeng! patents cpired
Oy & fow modfications were
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Shearn chests mere wrned 90 o
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WEYERMAEUSER TIMBER COMPANY'S articulated, Mallet 1

an effect on the sales of the Shay,
and this combined with increasing
cosls for the developmenl of new
forms of geared locomotives, cau-
sed Baldwin to revert to the con-
struction of the articulated type
locomotive which was a type al-
ready familiar to the shops al
Philadelphia, and could easily be
seen to have a great polential for
guickly hauling large loads of logs
on moderate grades once the gear-
ed locomotives had hauled them
down from the mountains

JIMMY’S ESSO

G — L —

Now the woods no longer rescund
with the music of logging loco-
moltivas - they are sirangely si-
lent. The development of the log
truck spelled the end of the log-
ging railroad which had served iis
purpose, and as it had replaced
less methods, it too had to be cast
aside in favor of progress. The
grades remain, and although over-
grown with the forest, they canstill
he seen reaching up into the moun-
tains. Perhaps the ghosts of the
geared . locomotives and the men

Collection of G Leroy Crislip

ype locomotive wasbuilt by Baldwin

who ran them still haul oade of
logs to the mill. Walk along one
of these abandoned grades and sss
where j"ll‘tn:i"%ﬂ'!. af men worked o
build and maintain the railroad
which was soquickly removed when
the job was over. Listen care-
fully and can hear whal
some may dismiss as the wind
whistling through the trees, but i
just mught possibly be a woice
from the past. Perhaps wt's old
number six bringing n the last
load of logs for the day

¥Ou

Webster Sprinee
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o e ONE OF THE BALDWIN Locomotive Works' attempts at a geared locomotive greatly resembled
lu Shay with the major difference being the placement of the cylinders. This model was construct-
e " 1915

e
LT LT
i The

Collection of G. Leroy Crislip

WEYERHAEUSER TIMBER COMPANY'S articulated, Mallet type locomotive was built by Baldwin
in 1934,
sson differed from this
Instead of resembling a Climax an effect on the sales of the Sha Now the woods no longer resound
l | . ¢ t one
i had almost all the lines of the  and this combined with increasing with the music of logging loco- logs to the mill. Walk along

d grades and see
. et J - are strangely si- of these abandone
A et Hhrm cylinders costs for the development of new motwes 1he‘f nr _?“M si- - of thess sbandened S

who ran them still haul loads of
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A Class C Shay of the Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk is typical of the locomotives used on logging
raiiroads.
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& full -blooded black and tan hound; In & sense, | was “educated” by have to. He knew.
h Hh’ of his father was the personnel associated with log- Another nameless individual -

Thie mchil. Mina Meaal af tham wara nwiaebh o ewamnar in the woods - taugﬂ' me




As  “senior” mnmbo‘r
'r.il_mad writers” - n:'-thn.:::"f ihl::
Sheriff Given, - 1| am the only
member old enough to remember
the logging trains of the 1930's
and to have been in the logging
camps. | would like to share with
the readers some of my recollect-
wons of logging camp life.

The earliest thing | can remem-
ber 1s the aftermath of the “Fourth
of July Flood”(July 2, 1932, on
Leatherwood Creek). At the time
| was not quite two years old, but
| can recall, as vividly as if in a

_photograph, the twisted rails of the
Pardee and Curtin Lumber Com-
pany logging railroad near home,
where Leatherwood Creek hadwa-
shed a trestle out. Interspaced
slong the twisted rails were scat-
tered Lios, and the whole was sus-
pended by rock abutments made up
of the remains of the railroad
ode.

I learned my numbers long be-
for | reached school from the num-

ging Railroads And

by Gordon T. Hamrick

fied. He thought for sure thal he
would lose his job, A company
carpenter came and repaired the
hole in the roof: the incident was
never again mentioned.

I can also remember thatduring
this lime, the irack crew would
pay as much as a whole dime to
a very small boy for lugging a
very large buckel of waler to a
thirsty crew. | made a sighl of
money that summer.

Al this time, the late William
"Bill" McCourt was logging in
Blazed Fork(so-called “Peaceful
Valley” because the inhabitants
were forever fighting) and in Pow-
aell Fork (3-A Hollow). | may or
may not have been in these logging
camps, but | do know where they
were located.

One thing always associated with
Bill McCourt’s logging camps was
a kerosene-burning refrigerator.
| think the refrigerator was built
on the spot; when the jobwas com-
pleted, the equipment was discard-
ed. At any rate, every camp site
| have ever visited could be dis-
tinguished by the remains of the
refrigerator (the first time | found
one of these, | went home and told
my father | had found a moonshine
still,  Me came and examined it
and nearly laughed himself sick.
To him, it was the funniest thing

since the Black Plague) Just

A Class C Shay
railroads.

a full-blooded black and
the identity of his
never determined.
assortment of canine t
an attitude of “what the
this hunting is fun.”
willingly hunt anything
SWaIm, tr““.‘d. or fle
bay a bear if called y
lacking other things
would spend patient
creek, trying to cal
To my knowledge, he
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FITELERE Ap, the twisted ralls of the
Pardee and Curtin Lumber Com
pany logging railroad noar home,
where Leatherwood Creck hadwa
shed a trostle oul. Interepsced
along the twisted rails wore scal-
tered ties, and the whole was sus
pended by rock abutments made up
of the remains of the railroad
grade.

I learned my numbers long be
for | reached school from the num-
bers on the Pardeo and Curtin
trains, I ne langer romember
which engineer workod on which
train; however, at that time, |
knew not only the train number,
but also engineer, fireman and
brakemen. And, these individuals
were nover too busy to give a fri
endly wave to a little boy with his
nose stuck in the fence separating
the yard from the railroad grade.

There was the day an inward-
bound log train, with a heavy load
of logs, ground fo a stop in front
of the house, and two burly brake-
men jumped off, armed with brake
irons, and beat the stuffing out of
& rattiesnake that had been 30 in-

judicious as to stray into the vic-
'heir mission accomplish- ©

asboard, and the train continued on
s way

| suppose | received my first
lessons in interracial relation-
ships along the logging railroads.
The track crews for Pardee and
Curtin were composedof “Tallies”
{italians); there was Big John and
Little John, Big Louie and Little
Lowe, and a host of others, the
names of whom | have forgotien.

Thers was the day when Big John
was supervising the construction
of & siding near home. The for-
man in charge of blasting, over-
salimated the charge of explosives,

Valloy" because the inhabitanis
wore forever fighting) and in Pow-
oll Fork (3-A Hollaw), | may ar
may not have bean in these lagging
camps, bul | do know whare thivy
ware located.

One thing always associaled with
Bill McCourt's logging camps was
a kerosene-burning refrigerator
I think the refrigerator was built
on the spol; when the jobwas com-
pleled, the equipment was discard
ed. At any rate, every camp site
| have ever visited could be dis-
tinguished by the remains of the
refrigerator (the first time | found
one of these, | went home and lold
my father | had found a moonshine
still,  He came and examined it
and nearly laughed himself sick.
To him, it was the funniest thing
since the Black Plague.) Just
last summer, | was wandering
around in a portion of Blazed Fork
that | thought had never been tou-
ched by man. | waswrong. There,
big as life, lay the remains of
one of Bill's refrigerators. How
they got there, I'll never know.
| suspect some enterprising soul

had started to pack them out,

As a lad, | removed myself
from parental supervision as qui-
ckly and frequently as possible.
In the company of cousins or
neighborhood kids, | set off to con-
quer the countryside, armed only
with an airgun or bow and arrow.
No one seemed to mind where we
went. After all, the dog knew his
was home, even if we didn't.

Every kid my age had a dog of
some sort or another - always a
mongrel. In my case, my canine
companion over the years was a
black and tan mongrel of indeter-
minate breed. His mother had been

A Clazs C Shay o
railroads,

a full-blooded black and ta
the idantity of his falr

never determined, Th
assortment of canine tra
an attitude of “whal the b
this hunting is fun.”
willingly hunt anything th
swam, crawled, or flew.
bay a bear if called upo
lacking other things
would spend patient
creek, irying to catc
To my knowledge, he n
anything, but he gave ¢
Among other {raits, he
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wide berth. He w
eighty pounds , all ¢
and had a dispositic
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cond time.

As | grew older,
camps progressed fu
therwood Creek, wi
located at the Forks
wood.  Although thi
two and a half mile:
it was well within
my wanderings, anc
attractive to a smal
Belle Payne, the cook
Collins, the cookee,
good for a liberalh
cherry pie and a cup
Carnation milk. For
was always a chunk
or a bone. Natural
point to pass throug
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a full-blooded black and tan hound;
the idenlity of his father was
never determined. This noble
sssoriment of canine traits owned
an attitude of "whal the heck boys,

his hunting 1s fun.” He would
willingly hunt anything that walked,
amamn_ crawled, or flew. He would
bay @ bear if called upon to do so;
laching other things to do, he
wmould spend palient hours in the
creek, trying to calch minnows.
Teo my knowledge, he never caught
avyBung, but he gave 1l 3 goodiry.
Among other traits, he was addict-
#d o chasing airplanes., Things -
and people - learned o give him a
msde DBerth Me weighed about

pounds . all of it muscle,

Collection of G, Lerc
A Class C Shay of the Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk is typical of the locomotives use:
railroads.

In a sense, | was “educated” by
the personnel associated with log-
ging. Most of them were unwash-
ed, unshaven, uneducated, and ad-
dicted to strong drink on payday.
They could not have bribed their
way into a social club or church;
yet, they were strangely gentle
and patient with small boys. We
didn’t swear, chew, or smoke in
front of them for the simple rea-
son that if we had, a large, cal-
loused hand would have descended
resoundingly on our posterior.

| can no longer remember the
names of many of the men | knew.

1.. B 1 "'4'_'_
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have to. He kne
Another name
swamper in the
the elements ¢
monstrating wh
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smith was b
let me turn th
There was |
seeing the wh
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2 3 club or church; under a pole. Somr
::.:’ they were strangely gentle me how to set an
mdn_l:-‘liwnl with asmall boys. We saw and how ‘o g
o Swear, chew, or smoke in axe.

front of them for the simple rea- The blacksmith
von that if we had, a large, cal- a fascinating pla
loused hand would have descendad smith was busy
resoundingly on our posterior, let me turn the |
There was aly
seeing the whits
piece of meta

swam, crawled, or flow
bay a bear if called upon lo do so;
lacking other things to do, he
would spend palient hours in the
creok. trying lo calch minnows
To my knowledge, he never caughl
anything, bul he gave 1t a goodlry
Among other traita, he was addict

ed o chasing arplanes Things

| can no longer remember the
names of many of the men | knew.

learned o give him a
witke berth He woeighed aboul
sighty pounds ., all of il muscle,
and had a disposition to match,
80~

and people

s Vime

the

older, logging

As |
s progressed further up Lea

serwood Creek, with one being
Jocated at the Forks of Leather-
wood.  Although this was some
b and a half miles from home,
it was well within the radius of
my wanderings, and was mighty
sttractive to a small boy.
Belle Payne, the cook, and Warrick
Collns. the cookee, were always
good for a liberally cut hunk of
cherry pie and a cup of coffee with
Carnatron milk. For the dog, there
was sbways a chunk of corn bread
or & bomwe. Naturally | made it a
poend o pass through the camp as

treguntly as possible
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A logging camp crew wasa rough lot, but these
to talk with a small boy and box his ears if |

grownup.

One such nameless individual, who walching t
had probably never heard of al- off as the
gebra, calculus, or geometry, tau- metal wmnic
ght me to scale a log without the was the |
use of a scale stick. | can still water, as
remember his teaching: “from the plunged o
diameter of the smaller end, gured tin
inches. subtract four; square ane - many yeM
fourth the remainder, and multiply hat | nad
by the length n feel * Manyyears about temy§
fater | jgarned his was Doyle s ous uses !
flgyle, e wniversally ac cepled 3¢ The logg
ale lor e har davod sty a f::l-:'::

son” Regers, who at at Tine :”! e
wes hasking tongs o ¢ g eadhs nadd schonl
baw P o de= aed Curtn, taught me pe—
e ghts and alances by T smple "
aid hagpen f B forgs WTS :aﬂ
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I made 12 A logging camp crew was a rough lot, but these men always found time
fee Same @5 te talk with a small boy and box his ears if he tried to swear like »

§7 ownup

One such nameless ndividual, who walching the dull red flakes fall
had probably never heard of al- off as the smith hammered the
gebra, calculus, or geometry, tau- metal into shape. Then, there
g™ me o scale a log without the was the hiss of hot metal and

use of a3 scale stick. | can still water, as the finished article was
remeenber his teaching: “fromthe  plunged into water for the re-
$amater of the smaller end, In quired time. It was not until
wmches subtract four; square one- many years later that | realized

fourth e remainder, andmultiply  that | had learned a great deal
by B length i feel ™ Many years about tempering metals for vari-

oter earned this was Doyle's ous uses from the blacksmith(s)
Rgle e wruversally accepled sc- The logging camps were always
e v Bw hardwood industry a fascinating place to visit. There

were usually a few families pre-
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Collection of G. Leroy 'E.rilhp
Shay of the Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk is typical of the locomatives used on logging

In a sense, | was “educated” by
the personnel associated with log-
gng. Maost of them were unwash-
ed, wunshaven, uneducated, and ad-
dicted to strong drink on payday.
They could not have bribed their
way o a social club or church;
yel, they were strangely gentle
and patient with small boys. We
@an't swear, chew, or smoke in
fromt of them for the simple rea-
son hat «f we had, a large, cal-
‘oused hand would have descended
resoundingly on our posterior.

I can no longer remember the
names of many of the men | knew.

have to. He knew.

Another nameless individya) - ;
swamper in the woods - taught r,,.
the elements of leverage by 4
monstrating what happened if yq,
placed a rock atdifferent position.
under a pole. Someone else taughy
me how to set and file a crosscu
saw and how to grind and file an
axe.

The blacksmith shop was always
a fascinating place to visit. If the
smith was busy, he might even
let me turn the handle to the forge
There was always the thrill of
seeing the white sparks shoot off a
piece of metal in the forge and
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Collection of G. Leroy Crishp

A Class C Shay of the Greenbrier, Cheat & Elk is typical of the locomotives used on logging
railrosds.

Vol st
W e s
s ol e

e

& full -blooded black and tan hound,
he identily of his fether was
tever  delermined This noble
sssortment of canine traits owned
!‘M of “what the heck bovs.

In a sense, | was “educated” by
the personnel associated with log-
ging. Most of them were unwash-
od, unshaven, uneducated, and ad-
dicted to strona drink on pavdav

have to. He knew

Another nameless individual - a
swamper in the woods - taught me
the elements of leverage by de
monstratina what haopened If you
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cenic R

by
Ronald

Hardway

Everyone who rides a scenic
railroad immensely enjoys the ex-
perience. Many people appreciate
the mere sight and sound of a
steam locomotive puffing and scr-
seching along. One can almost
obtain a college education obser-
ving and working with the people
who come to ride the train. For
those who own establishments that
coler to & scenic traincrowd, their
joy 18 tremendous when it comes
Lime fo spend their profils. Those
peaple who aclually run the trainor
pervise operations feel great
salislaction every Lime a capacily
filled trem chugs sway from the

slalian, while slearm and black
=it '1”” e “f

It arganiting and operating »
Sanes raciresd s ral all fun and
et Therw is & gres! deal of
Sl tae o Cerve o g people
Hlﬁ—urﬂu-ﬂu.”

ailroads Are

introduce a like measure on the
floor of the State Senate. But the
mere introduction of these vital
pieces of legisaltion does not guar-
antee their passage. Private in-
dividuals will be talking with var-
ious members of the state legis-
lature in an effort to convince
them that the Webster-Randolph
Railroad will become a perman-
ent and paying proposition. But
members of the general public
can be of invaluable assistance
in winning the support of the state
legisiature Legislators are, after
all, representalive of the people,
and one can espect them to favor
sormething that the general public
gverwhalmingly fevers. But the
pullic must inform ity represent -
sliges of Mair opwuon before the
legralators can ot accordingly
Th ¢ sumplest and most effective
mathod of Cormemagn . aling eith gu
b efficrals 8 wea puvsanal et
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sleam and black can bo of invalunﬂm nsni;ianm; ;';;:r;nl

g Vivwrsy siation, white
touy'! smoke filling the sky in winning the support of the state  which
worat But organizing and operating a  legislature. Legisiators are, after ster
[P sconic ratlroad is not all fun and all, reprosentative of the p;anpin o
Qarmes There 1% a great deal of and one can expect them o faw;r.- ‘;Fnt
oy catigtaction in convincing people something that the general oublle |{;,-m.
" the that 8 scanit railroad is a good overwhelmingly favors. But the ui.“.;}
e ging to have.  But there is also  public must inform its represent car
prge much frustration and (ime-con altives of their opinion before the :t...
" ool saming hard work in crealing a legisiators can act accordingly -l
o a alad ratlroad. A \'IIH' ioes of art Th e simplest and most effective ,_4‘!
|l cles in the Wobster County nows method of communicating with pu- |
papers ref ently outlined the pro blic officials is via personal let-

plems fad edd in rllﬂlll']lnq the deve
oment of thie Websler -Randolph

Rallroad, People tend to

ter Therefore 1t becomes the

reasponsibibhity of sach citizen who

Iavors thi Waobhister H ando

o enc ‘._t oad to inform his re- 2
~ ' ymething  presentatives that he favors the ’
works or how it came about. To  project. ¥

melp people understand exactly
what it takes to create a scenic
railroad the following paragraphs
will summarize the problems in-
in the creation and opera-
of a tourist attracting scenic
ratiroad
The Webster-Randolph Scenic
Ralroad will be owned and opera-
ted by the State of West Virginia
od e Department of Natural
Resources will be responsible for
Be actual operation of the train,
Before the State can own the rail-
read B West Virginia Legislature

For those people who do not
write letters because they "just
can't put it in writing” the editor
of this special newspaper haspre-
pared a form letter for the paper
that can simply be clipped out of
the paper and mailed to any Sen-
ator or Delegate of his choosing,
but preferably the ones who re-
present his particular county or
area in Charleston. For those

who delight in expressing their
own opinion and hate for someone
else to say something for them
names of state Senators and Dele-
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rails. Although derailments form
an interesting chapter in the his-
lory of railroads, the Webster-
Randolph train must make avery
effort to prevent its inclusion in
some future history of doerail-
ments

The passenger cars also must
be comfortable and attractive. El-
soewhere in this newspaper is an
account of a “scenic trip” the
editor and writers for this paper
took from Elkins to Spruce on the
Western Maryland Forest Festival
Special.  On this particular trip
soveral cabooses were utilized to
handle the overflow crowd. Riding
n a caboose was unique and ex-
citing the first ten miles of the
trip, but the last one hundred-ten
miles produced bruises, aches
and pains that ne wild bronce rid-
er ever dreamed of having. The
cabooses simply were not equipped

with the Shaver's Fork Plateau and
the E_II: Rivar Valley agree that
unspoiled mountain scenery will
be the main selling point of the
Webster -Randolph Scenic Railroad.
But even this magnificent, wild
mountain beauty poses problems
for the scenic rai'uruaddavulnpers_
Tourists usually carry cameras.
Few of them take photographs in
a serious effort to document their
trip for their own future reference.
Most take pictures to show their
friends where they were and what
they saw that was worth seeing.
The problem arises when one real -
izes that the average tourist can-
not take clear, sharp photographs
from a moving train. Stops must
be arranged to allow the vacation
photographers to get off their train
and take photographs at their lei-
sure. The commitiee which will
plan the scenic route schedule must
decide which places along the way

(Continued on Page 12)
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Collection of G, Leray Crisli

CLASS H-9, CONSOLIDATION, built by Baldwin in 1821, is typical of the locomotives
used by the Western Maryland Railroad on the Elkins to Webster Springs section.
Similar locomotives are needed for use on the scenic railroad,

g securing the cooperation, indeed
the permission, of the railroad
company over whose tracks the
Webster -Randolph train will oper-
ate. In our case, we must con-
vince the Western Maryland Rail

road Company that the world will

end if the Webster-Randolph train
faile to bacoma actahlichad.

Western Maryland must grant
its permission befor e we may
use the tracks. Assuming per-
mission is granted, much com-
plicated work is then required to
develop a timetable for running
the train. Unlike the Cass Scenic
Railread, the Webster-Randolph
Railroad will be sharing tracks
with other commercial trains,
namely coal and freight trains
which run regularly between Web-
ster Springs and Elkins. Pre-
ciseé planning is required to pre-
vaent the Webster-Randolph steam
lecomotive frem arriving at Spr-
uce with a half dozen passenger
car s full of coal while Western

appeared forever in some enter-
prising junk collector’'s lot, Bul
the search goes on. Ewventually
something will turn up,

~ Passenger cars are obviously
important in a train whose sole
purpose is to carry passengers.
Th e Webster-Randolph Railroad
is severely limited in its choice
of passenger cars. Not only have
most passenger cars faded away
with train passengers in general,
but we must locate cars of a
particular size before they will
fit on our train. One of the at-
tributes of the Webster-Randaolph
scenic routes along Shaver's Fork
and Elk River is the existence of
hairpin turns, an unusual occur-
ence in mainline railroad tracks.
Unfortunately, a passenger car
that is too long or too wide cannot
negotiate these turns. The cars
may jut out to the point where the
edges sideswipe the hillside, or
worse, push against each other
until they hoist themselves off the

to handle a crowd of tourist:
irip as long as the ForestF
Special
olph route will be exactly
as
from both ends, the train ¢
ers know exactly what nol
on the Webster-Randolph
need cars with windows wh
uncbstructed views of the
scenery,
comfortable, padded sea
vision must be made fa
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weather, a nol unusual
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Collection of Gordon T. Himri:t“
THE HOLLY RIVER & ADDISON used passenger cars with short

Such a type is essential to the scenic railroad because

of the sharp turns on the Western Maryland.

Maryland diesel No. 28 arrives at
the Baltimore shipping yards with
one hundred-twentv coal cars full
of grimy lourists.

The most important element in
any railroad that runs is the loco-
molive. The Webster-Randolph
route will be a long run. Round-
trip distance from both Elkins and
Webster Springs to Spruce is about
one hundred-twenty miles. Apow-
erful locomotive is required topull
several passenger cars 2t a speed
fast enough to finish the run in a
reasonable amount of time. Atthe
same time it must not go so fast
that its riders will be unable to
sppreciate the magnificent mount-
ain scenery along the route. The
opportunity to view extraordinary
things is what tourism is all about,
and f the Webster-Randolph Scenic
Railroad flashes past Whittaker
Falls at sixty miles per hour, not
too many lourists are going to re-
furn for & second glance. The
Shay and Heisler locomotives used
st Cass, though picluresque, do not
have the speed potential to pull
e Webster -Randolph train and get
back before the tourisis’ vacations
e reer A diesel has the nec-
sttary speed and power but adie
sl s towr st appeal v sbout equal
& lown t gerbage dump Thus,
8 s th meas! be made for a pow
i lairly sl sleam engine
Ms carvblsan manl be sscsiient of
# fesal gl saugh W be sce
-y et ed

it st be

ratls. Although derailments form
an interesting chapter in the his-
lory of railroads, the Webster-
Randolph train must make every
effort to prevent its inclusion in
some future history of derail-
ments.

The passenger cars also must
be comfortable and attractive. El-
sewhere in this newspaper is an
account of a “scenic trip” the
editor and writers for this paper
took from Elkins to Spruce on the
Western Maryland Forest Festival
Special. On this particular trip
several cabooses were utilized to
handie the overflow crowd. Riding
in a caboose was unique and ex-
citing the first ten miles of the
trip, but the last one hundred-ten
miles produced bruises, aches
and pains that no wild bronco rid-
er ever dreamed of having. The
cabooses simply were not equipped

il
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Are over A diesel has the nec-
essary speed and power, butadie-
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to a town's garbage dump. Thus,
a search must be made for a pow-
orful, fairly fast, steam engine.
v its condition must be excellent, or
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*  atiractive, or possess the potential
e o be made attractive. W sounds
strange to compare our search for
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_8 CONSOLIDATION, built by Baldwinin 1921, is typical of the locomotives
:l"ﬂunrn ::rrllnd Railroad on the Elkins to Webster Springs section.

womotives are needed for use on the scenic rallroad,

fion, indeed  appeared forever in some enler-
e ratlroad prising junk collector's lot, But
tracks the the search goes on. Eventually
UL something will turn up

must con Passenger cars are obviously
Hand Ral waportant in a train whose sole
st 1l wi | purpase 18 o carry passengers,
odph tr an Th ¢ Webster-Randolph Railroad

et is severely limited in 1ts choice

wsl grant  of passenger cars. Not only have

- gy mos! passenger cars faded away
peng per-  wath train passengers in general,
kS com- but we must! locate cars of a
fpered fo  particular size before they will
Frwmeeng Bt on our train. One of the at-
as Scesec tributes of the Webster-Randolph
Bandolph  scenic routes along Shaver’s Fork
W aks and Elk River i1s the existence of
| Foms, bawrpn turns, an unusual occur-
M rams ence o mamnmiine ratlroad tracks.
pem Wl Unfortunately, a passenger car
L Pree Bal s 00 long or too wide cannot
£ & pre meguliate these turns, The cars
haheam =may ot out to the point where the
P Syr- edipes sedeswipe the hillside, or
g 2ot ige worse, push aganst each other
Bastarn ! By hors! themselves off the

to handle a crowd of tourists for a
trip as long as the Forest Festival
Special. Since the Webster-Rand-
alph route will be exactly as long
as the Forest Festival Special
from both ends, the train develop-
ers know exactly what not to have
on the Webster-Randolph run, We
need cars with windows which offer
unobstructed views of the passing
scenery. They also must have
comfortable, padded seats. Pro-
vision must be made for heating
the cars in the event of chilly
weather, a not unusual occurence
along Shaver's Fork and Elk River
even in June and July. Due to the
length of the trip a dining car i1s
essential if the train is to main-
tain its drawing power. Once the
appropriate cars are located, much
patience and fortitude are required
to negotiate their sale and trans-
portation to their new home. In
many cases, the cars may have to
be completely overhauled before
they can be transported. Repairs
will almost automatically be re-
quired before the cars become
suitable for use on a scenic ral-
road
Trips on scemc railroads pro
powmnis
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b completaly overhauled before
they can be transported Repairs
will almost sutomatic ally be rg
quired before the cars become
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,"rml an event no
longer attainable in the United
States unless it is a special scenic
train.  The tourist also wants fo
see something worthwhile as he
rides the train. Everyone familiar
with the Shaver’'s Fork Plateau and
the Elk River Valley agree that
unspoiled mountain scenery will
be the main selling point of the
Webster-Randolph Scenic Railroad.
But even this magnificent, wild
mountain beauty poses problems
for the scenic railroad developers.

Tourists usually carry cameras.
Few of them take photographs in
a serious effort to document their
trip for their own future reference.
Maost take pictures to show thewr
friends where they were and what
they saw that was worth seeing.
The problem arises when one real-
izes that the average tourist can-
not take clear, sharp photographs
from a moving tran. Stops must
be arranged to allow the vacation
photographers o get off their tram
wnd lake photographs at their lei-
mire. The commitiee which wiil
plan the scenic route schedule must
decide which places along the way

IContinued an Page 12)
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Collection of G. Leroy Crislip

CLASS H-9, CONSOLIDATION, built by Baldwin in 1921, is typical of the locomotives
wied by the Western Maryland Railroad on the Elkins to Webster Springs section.
Similar locomotives are needed for use on the scenic railroad.
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ohd i e Webster Handolph train
fails to become established
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appeared forever in some enter-
prising junk collector's lot. But
the search goes on. Eventually
something will turn up

Passenger cars are obviously
important in a train whose sole
purpose 1s o carry passengers,
Th e Webster-Randolph Railroad
1% severely limited in its choice
of passenger cars. Not only have
most passenger cars faded away

to handle a crowd of tourists
trip as long as the ForestFe:
Special. Since the Webster-|
olph route will be exactly a:
as the Forest Festival §
from both ends, the train de
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need cars with windows whicl
unobstructed views of the p
scenery. They also mus



Je 1 QEIse ) 8

e ._1.



..G-h-E__!t._ Busin wase my o
A jeaidAy v o AJBURDS STAUISD
e

H ....:.l._.._”. ..m__...".
- 50 g SLIDS SASNOU (R IADS

ﬁrti adroApUD|  LIFRNZL
. . v e sxona] sy Buope pue)

G QNOS PEpRRY WK ME UBYW
une BuiNis g parea)
pimmue L) ipre s PAADL WIBS, Bu] SR
S48 Ve peq 0% LME LOU DIp IR
B iow pno eyj UEAR “SJED o
Sy 40w Buspud jou suam B jmy)
perd Biam ow yfinoyy pue ‘Bung
him g0y Aparag aiam 2M MON  CBU
um ey o woo\B ey peoualades
Bupiry Jno o jinead B e Jair_
-dsd eaojeg usyy Jopubiag U
BUOSRG BARY o) powsas Aop Aoy
g puno) as by ey oy bunsnl
e T Buiyse| Jobuo) sem
WEN| S eRED Syl Ul Ajuo wood
Aep W U gynoyee ) e o Buijas Ag
PEUTRIO0 (U] O 0L S e
5 PR YD B M A USPRnG
T | pom vied yyoq Buiprouaed
[ ...f.r_f.rl L ] Ir..lm_u._fﬁ-.
| ooy saed Ajjeau seung jsney
e G4 M Yl pRUIGUDD gl
P CRAMRT PUR opalt Y uoing
T T T

TR

Buiwiiu e 50| 8

Wl e sy yBnoagy teaab
aud (erpell a0 pasasw Ljgipne
Rpmd e e spuel sin Buryiags g9
i L 0 W= w3 Aprays ay)
il susDssy 8 An pEsgE 0o

NULE|Y WGd ] N g oT Tunrpoun
SN AodeT) D Ag Boyg

Iulﬂ]!- maj sy _i.n!!imui.:ir! Matmaty

1L} 9ORg WOI} PANUING] - ARMBIRY A DITRSY]

1ng ‘Ing J0 $107 1y Speoijiey Mg |

-_s " .._i-hsai us! i_.___!
| 58 pu "Sidyl dJam a WoDE L
epnos aspun ssed o) sypes) s Bn
w2 wiejunow ay) ybnosy spuey
-xa pind (EY) 1€ pUR SUIN|T wWouj
sBjnU By PEJEDD) SE Daym  J
-uny @ a0) Bursedead uefiag app
"SI LLAMLNS Bl JESU SBAA] mp
ybne.ag pasag|yp se so|l Guiwaem
v Gunjses Apeasm SoM NS @y
SJBUM ISES BU) O] SUIT|UNOL Moy D)
punods AeM 5] punoM s pue [f
a@Jrod Jann pASSoND Jaje| anumisip
Hoys B pur gL pue OGT Sejnod
JAD POSS04D umJdy eyl Apa o)
BujaeaTy ‘suiy|3 }o) )i s posds
Burseasowm Ajjerpelb  pue
agy Jano abpiag e Bussous
proJpiEs &uyj YBrodygy usop Apsojs
Kann Bunjjases) w'e Jg5f 1B UDE|s
2] woa) AnsE pRACLW UIRS] By )
sydesliogoud ganh wa) & awe| o)
wiesy gy Buama) &) arjuswow 8a0)
-30 Speas|its ay jhoge suied pad
-dems | pue wopbeg |y e RI0m
S ATD W1y SOj L.._n.?...-....._..,w.._n (TR ¥T
LRI SN Jant Dursaeys Ajiendg e
AILMME (L UOpAOEy ARG Byl W
oy Buiwad
aq ses ay Al wod) Jrogqe oRje
pue Joded jooyIs Ay} S0)  Bp0aMA
o) Gunol sem Gy Bpoijae ) Jnooe

[ TAF]
‘pamd

A IESSasay  jou

f Jakiy 13 12 9 HIABWNN HITSITH

II !__.5 !ﬁ Enoﬂ a) pajuejd
pry oym “asjuadie) g paayid
urifieq a1nb jou pey yIgw dug sy
pue "peoujies Iuars ¢ Bunesado w
poajoawl swajgosd s pnoge sajou
wmop Buigjel waee Gupaw swy dn
Burssguiil] sesm AEMpUIeH “ A PlEUOY
Bjrjm SiBa SiU s3A0 umop Buipijs
wad) wiy vaarl pey ypaeyg pey
progjies a3y deay ay Buiky) pum
pEoJjied By} jnoge Suiyje] jjasus
i ada) sEm ‘dijsies ©3 afioen
faopey Ay saabusssed sayn sy
Y pRodjied iuaas oy Bejow
oJd pajseys pey pue Aep oy jo
anBia ysa1y sy wo Buiyiom Apead
B BB UBAID) JJIISUS  CLDISUDS
DL Ui GUD OU JEO| PEY BM aJNE
spru pue dep ayy so) suejd ay)
Buissnysip webag am umwle jams
of vima) s o) Bungres B
TR Sl UsDD
sparh ma) e webe souo paddoys
sn put) of Ljue "unBag pey disy ay)
VR SUTE SIRM B MOR] T EUH 8 ID
e w Bud)) sydoqEjou pue SELD
WD i im apbcwns pajeadel SoM
suios snoiadud ay) urebe a3uo
aamu of Buipseys weay agy dg awmm
u saxsal & UIPEOS 3080 S84 LUMOD
PEISE pEY 8% UEyL SHU0OS O
RN A0G [OL ) oM
AT Ul IR JNOOE UIRLIS0UN pUR
YhaBuny "Adas)s aweong wiebe aowo
JUBLIOL S o JUSLE ]IS Sy) 50|
_“___._.__._.u.._ pUR SS00Qed AUl W BjEas
AND o) PELIMGE @M CjIU|E S5 E) ¢
s i Guaag JuGs 08 Se Eyoog
#|ou pue sedswes Dugoesd ang
BaN S| 40} POPESY PUE PEIE]E
Poy diay sy ybnoy asoogEs o)
Wi Mo u._ nas Apeaaje pey ous
%h |5 a% LU T T R R T ]

Amojs gz sequnu "ggo adéy *jes
-mip pueloep uiagsag Cules) auy
popIR0g am " juswoly aug a0y AydeaB
-gjoyd Jne Buijaidwos saye pue
‘aanads of sBulde sajsgag woay
JoijJen epew tha) ey a0p Jejaod
-4 s¢ Bucie vaaq- pry oy b
-dip, "wiipusxajy jo uopbeg |yq4
punoj | wedy oy e Buarsny
"SJED ay} Jo
pEay ay) j& uoljisod ajul pasow ji
S WRALE pUR "ayOls "SIoU L)jLm
usouy acbasasds)) Buiyel SEM XIS
ABQUInU  Jdd|Siay pROJjIEY DiUadg
.nm_»u ._v-.m- alByM wonels _......_.3. PEan
=0} ¥I0Q papEaly pue LU} wo UIEd)
oy oxew o) wiy Buiys iuowpe Jaje
WOIABAC SiY SAdIJ)Rd O] Wiy 3E|
BM iy punoy dpesdje pey peg
P ssoym juRINI)Sas Agieau & e
sajjas jo dna e e o) ya Apeadje
PEY ABUS EY] DEUIRS| | 30l
pelid | sy o) Aev jnogepunod B
Buigjem Jagy URL Bl SSIL JOU

pUE 0SIoN O paemo, aRRY

s L LR
aj pepasoud dnodd syl o jsew pue
UIBOYD SEM UIRS) M 0 junsy e
wedj paiyy G el sequru ssoo
-8 pusj ey wissay  lep sy
J2 50 g pusds of uirsy sy ue
SIEYN SPIIMP Of e SapunD ok w
PEL da "dadys Jo Sepruiw ey -y
e Durpel Jo paed peoujins mg ”
HIED SL) W Suwjlied auros g Bo
=R} doyjra s oy jeyg Sunwesey
UBEE 80 0 &4 o S8 | 1iag g
PAIGACIBID B PUNOLE 00| TRD

® Burye) oy ‘sTeD Jeeu sonade

1O UMOL JBLIO) Mg o apie g

O] SUIN|F Wodj purplaeyy wasgsam

8y sesp dig) Jno Bujaes  aacy

-3G LAAID) LIS [BEL O Dokl G

DADYR OIS pu iarpy s

B of ARM NG puie Of papeossd

pue o3 Bunsow-Kjare mg e
SAEILLAE N0 o e peddepy pue
' SSOOIO0 UE W 359 T smg3
Wi PR LT AR DR RS LT

1IN4dS 01 mz_x._m z:

Ajjeniae oy s J1 o ey

ERiRL = INE Qg
JOune33e g 81 Bunsmog ey ey )
aul] ueds pasodest mg @
R AU B ||l jrgs . pal Sy

e yaes jenl Burwey 0 QoL B
JRGD I W0 BBl - b
ayl pry jenl proujie | seeeag
dOpuS - aagigig & gl e

~yue o) Bundiy wy g
Byl PEBIjIRS SuE

- ey
. s

= .

“PISUO3 DO o4 0y 1Y 0 pon

disug ko) - ig



L..._L.h D But baEys qunod s o3 sowe uoiae A unuaos G 1 aamy

...Lf,.....l el HEIOU pEOU|EY wuddg  ydio pasp acy And e pEOJjIED @y
e nt.._......w .ﬂ........ Prm - SO M, UL BRI O} SPMDSD 1y S asueys B yey snunues o) yling
AT Apoedes o paclmp ey ‘WIS Doy wna e sesoadvg  yijoad ®
..1..“. o L ~aa e e saswan sbuls moys Appinb MU pROUNIEE MU
= I i -5 ANLOaN, PUR BRI | S| <35 Udpapumyy- JajEgeN G BjETE

- _:a ™ 28y Buwdsejs pue Bunsp sgmnd  jo ssausBum) s J0  asmedag
: 25T . ] sl o LW
o ¥ ¥ __._.. gL ol g uo panunues) SEET DU M| NjUOPIED (B3| pul
w?™ Wi WospotN, Py 8 yowge CBugis euiBap psap 10 oG ayy S0 uo)
.._._r .w.._ e .... u e paddans s wew Fi'E v S LT TN T JuSURADG @ MO
A ¥ BELY VRGO e e mE pue w)apen AJes B) oDl ass
» i ... > e TIoUN A EA R e S W LT g [ Ay pROL IR TG _r_-_.w.u_ #if) .r__.._-
g v ¥ ... T paw hyrean vy shes wasdoos A umMBLey  pEesduepie
sl a ™ ﬂ".v......n W Do b PuE SpETpIANpUl ME] B jE WS
% .... - A v Aps Cpeca Ag spgrvies e e B Eaed B o] twm
R W R g o Rl R 11 Clmeh uses wy sded ueg B
._n...... ..........._ ..._._....* ...___”_. ... _".._._..:.”‘.._.1. w0 wbuade MU WRETY (B CRUOGERE e (NI

¥ s W RENAGE winay ey |
& .u.... ooy g e &
¥ Cr -

VAN

SRS URD Wa0m pIEY 0 30§ B Q1)
-04d pUE LN YOI MDY Pas]OAU BuB
- ) ANO)AGD ) SRR [N S

adg_ Amy oy adoy ay  uonsank
Adjpo ap sesod sbuade sa)sdap
PROLIP W 3RS | OPUR | - S0] %00 A,
B o pU by On Doy UED Ui
I JgROp DU AAEY ER C RAISS4
JERU04 B JO SSEIINE ENONUN0
g O} BN CEPMOID Yl 0 048D
awe] o) suiy|3 pue sbuads ams
g o Ay g pue ssaubuy )i ey
ST [[2M 9R pEOU|ITS By jo Jawod
Burmesp j5ana] &g pog auns

SRS Of SSPNLIIEG SAIE I0gIne
SR SASE ||l CLEGL CE-L Aepy a0y

PA DAY Mou “dia (Eeds ey
sdigy Aypcedea A ep aapum.aenh

Buping [ewiSTRU) 3 RRISWG)
| 07 UOHINISUO) UBAID

- pum jusiusruoa Jo) Bursoo) og
(i Asyy ‘wieBe sasy eanyna pue
Adnisiy jeoe) jo sway  Bumiejuod
Swinasmu pue sdous SHEs3  pus
sje |230) puij of joedte Ajqegoud
jies Aaygy  Csanbijue sunuab ypw
pey20js sdoys anbijue 50 “So oW
-LU0D LISNOUW J)iM PaNI0IS SaS018
usapow puiy of Bunoaedes sbuisdg
ABSOMN DUR SUY| T O] SWwoD [ji
odoad asou) ng U} sy} 88 of
Ajdhwis sewao} yog o awod |
ogm apdosd Aumw Bg s adsy)
LMOJ i W PR PS1an0) ®
daay pue pPeJpe of Lope laass
waay pnd ) snw sBuadg sagsoap
puE SUlY[3 FEOJ|IRS ) o aanpy
oy 40y EIuOsss %1 uoddns puoe

£133019 S UOLIOY
sduudg 1a)sqap

30np014 S,U0}IO}
40 SININITdNO0I

8] Buianp paa ay) u pejesodo
pRou(IEy S5E0 84| aauasIE
panuljwos s3 ao0) uaijEijipsnl ou
0 uea aiagy a0 jlosy Jop ded e
ABAD IS UIRJ) 04| “PRO|ITd
oy} so) Awd Asnonuijuo: o) pejaad
-ud 8q jouses muilap map jo apd
-oaday) -ySISted JOUURY DOIjRNNS
iy CEs0d jesl o) ajgqisucd
-sbd pray Burag mubBaiy sap jo
oG ayp ypm yaed ojeps Boose
pajesado aq | pEodjIPS Dy} ELR
#1 Sy} Joj uosead oY) Ceuibuay
sap jo stededue; s Ag auiog
G 0f JABY || pEOSEYE DUS3S
YO OPUE Y - IS S0 AN 0] 40) SUDIEIa
-do jo 1593 o Buwwlbag sy )
PROG(IE] MUBIE S} jo uonessda
O pseD By S0 adol “Ajeuny
CEUGEOR GU) Ul SpMoLD
B ppuey Aynaiggip (roul saey ||ism
sbuiidg Jopsqom Spursnoy) o
Wi Pl DQUInNG DM SPa0ID AjIEp
peppUTy STy S5ED WIFD AT pRou
[VEd 21UaE ) jo pus =) jasddors
o sbupadg Jsepsqap  J0) yonoos
w) o) Duiod jou ®) UL oe ) s
BiLj (NG "SUIEA) PO R A BULIG G|
BRED ) Bursn did) pmoads -l
Aep o go) ewing ul vl e dueoo
S RO, Py Buing = LHTTED T
i Uy CsBuiadg Sejugen eeu b0
UTR T L IR - T T LS T T
"peoy uampows t eluE)] e aar B
o) Cepeacad mlaw) ione ey oy
FIvaE g Al | R i "haway

-uoa oy o ‘sburade JaisgomM
‘A|ENUUE 8401614 pUES
<UD} PaIPUNL B UT JS0Y 0] 8joe
S pinos saiji1oe; asey)  Cjeal
-}ED 4 |Bdi0- [Enuue oyj o Ajew
anp ‘ETuEinTisas puR Ejajow "EpE
=V i pIMOpDUS [jam B1 Buig3
jo A ayy Apeoa)y TRaT ESEY
YU JEIRS E)IUN LA SN B - o
SEM|D K4} [RJANGS pue  pEOIN
=By S50 By} jo SnjeA (Bjuejod aug
poziubodred gzae sseD) ay) ul saado)
~aABp DEAlId [TJaASS A|Bjeungic.y
BurBpog 406 Modu Wi pADSd Jou
- WD | PG L0 R A0S ) YL B0
jo jonciwe Susebfels s spis
-asd o] agr =1 SEED A | e
ENIJNO) pueEnoy] AjXiE J0 Spme
N SoRAE MOU pROA|IEY DIueeS
saR oy DR} pELnD)  AArey
B oapuny o sjand eusm) peo.d)ie:
MU oy o Agege eyl 4 e
1D padjies g po djeprsesieei
P Py S 0 JeD &) )| Sua0r §
CLATPRETTE YT G BTT GO TTeT e o
T RTINS
Bnandesd piw spueod  Ba)sasage
Baaguin oo ) @jgunmanin &0 @30R)s L
(w30 e g e oy @) eed) ey
We jall of apajpeagans §0 P VLS
[0 N ) 6 e ] gl By
[E R TURET 5 J ST R L e
ol oy g e g e e
sajai _ wp paiialleses o seas s

U Eikee  pelepasagen A jayed

T e g e iy oo

Cng .==“_ J0 S107 aly SpeoJjiey JU32S

.Eul‘lﬁl .... = o
gy Buoge sayin Cunjsainpn jaogy

-nad ageriad bukosysep o Bu sy
1) Ag pum| B maisd un of o sy
- 1A148 Bi) SSNGE (o 9P S1N ey g
IO B O) et ww s g
PORIDITS B NN b B el
w3 'pum) ejeriod us SpNLmey sy
10 0] PRI 30 e
WAAT PETES BT WD pauses il
U a0 desees spea s g g
PR WE Sa) tetge illen e
-] e aedee Doy g
pue saosiyed o prag el ¢ ol
SC IR L TELEE T B L e o i,
sydeibojogd Burpe; pawy 0 e
=SOSR JEAD Buou] oy ealeesied
WEAYID PUR Ty WD ey e
ay] wiojeq peyurd pue uleen =g
Lo THRT R T T I B S
BENQ AP Mgl Al Ag peass g
| SEdri] B 5 Tl EgE
puR| By] VEws g 0 dsepuray
N puodig Laojiism g e e
(L= TINIEL QT o FT-Li- T PR
dood B eED [Biau = Pepkiey
1 samre) Bujtaseps By sengs
P sgjlums S e AN
R ® ssenl ¥ _Soqu L
shsrnap i e PG B sy e
Wl Bkl ciger s po- il o
PR Byl B W a0
B4 P VR e e gy iy

TUE Py RSy g B AN
PO Levjam) my sty dest pEs WP
i i) g oebS g kg

R I R L T
A e gard ¢ by pes san
=g e ey sEgpig el
e Y el R .
&g jpem pealcaawed &g P -
gy g w8 o ol e el b b
Pl ey Py, 0 S g
P e g el bl
il | wligh  apiag e —
Bl e e (Pl
WA gl v W e
ey 8 of sy Aenmed W 8
At g gl e AW o e e
L e e ]
L T BN

=




L]

by

Leroy Crislip

What & it like to .t'll..II“'f
ride a2 enic railroad? The
feam w ch is trying to est-
adlish @ Webster-Randolph
Scenic Tailroad just had the |
wnigue « wperience on October |

4 1970 of taking just such a
trip owe what will be one half
of e proposed scenic line.
The following is the account of
Bl escursion

oint THE RAILS
{IM ElKINs T0 SPRU!

comprise the
who had alre
the

e m—— L e

™e radroad team arrived in
fhes o &30 am on October 4
el shapped o of our warmcars
e Be early-morning cold and
Ppraceied o wnd our way o the
Baglere Maryland stalion where
we v Y oepe! e M Given be
e slarteyg s Irgp over the
Weshars Wer s arvd fromm [ lany o
B ot of Pe lrmer loen of
e mmar Cass  Afer taking »
Wtk nl o wand e Ao ceed od
Tl Whons I e senabeer & e B seern
Banuming Tier e wer o Pas 1an
g W s e N > B S
W B dmivuat pwd o gettag o
v e e W ey e Sl
R T - —

ﬂhmb“h-ni
8 Wy

not miss the tramn
n a roundabout way o the Tygart

After walking

Hotel, | learned that Sheriff had
already left lo get a cup of coffee
al a nearby restaurant where Dad
Dad had already found him. We
left him to retrieve his overcoat
afler admonishing him to make the
tramn on hime and headed back o
ward the station where the Casa
Raslroad Heisler number
200 was Mmak ing 1 presende Lnown
smoke and steam
! moved nlo posilion ol he head
of P carn

Arsvwng o2 B rpes | found
PR Baghen of Alssandria, Vi
Pa. e had bean shang as re-
Prter b B g male sarler

Y o

o™ mowge

caboose
started and h
bule grabbing
books as we
a false start
seats in the
lost the excit
once agamn bs
and uncerta:
would hold &
No soone
down we we
wake by the
once agan.
was repeat
eras and 1|
direclions
the trip ha
stopped of
down the 1
While w
start 232
the plans



4, 18370 oF taking Just such a
trip ove: what will be one half
of the proposed scenic line,
The following is the account of
thal excursion.

The rvailroad team arrived in
Eiking at 6:30 am, on October 4,
and stepped out of our warmcars
wte the early-morning cold and
proceded to wind our way to the
Western Maryland station where
we were to meet Sheriff Given be
fore starting our trip over the
Western Maryland from Elkins to

the the former town of
Spruce near After taking a
ey we discovered

ot Sher i ff was nowhere to be seen

sile of
Cass
losok around,

thatl he was either lalk
g railfans in the dark
vad yard or getting a
rutes of sleep, we had
s guech conference to decide vhere
» B tran to spend the rest of
e day Western Maryland cab-
nvae manber 1826, the third from
B frond of the train, was chosen,

g meat of the group proceded to
‘“lmhm

A & st g
e - th o
of e railr

e I3l ™

B N ! et ®aHsislor end

would he
Ty L No =
k _' :\‘ down w
" wake b
once gz
Was ry

eras
not miss the train. After walking direct
in a roundabout way to the Tygart the tr
Hotel, | learned that Sheriff had stopp
already left to get a cup of coffee down
at a nearby restaurant where Dad Wt
Dad had already found him. We  star!

left i to retrieve his overcoat
after admonishing him to make the
train on time and headed back to-
ward the station where the Cass
Scenic Raillroad Heisler number
six was making its presence known
with noise, smoke, and stearm as
it moved into position at the head
of the cars

Arriving at the train | found
Phil Bagdon of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, who had been along as re-
porter for the trip made earlier
from Webster Springs o Spruce,
and after completing our photo-
graphy for the moment, we boarded
the train. Western Maryland die-
sel, type GP9, number 28 slowly

the
|surs
con’
rea

Q
-
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F?hl'.r
L et alreacdy settled down in
e sboose thought the trip had

slartesd angd headed for the vest

ol us

e grabbung cCameras and nole

vl s 2% we wenl 20eing 1t was
@ fa'ne alart, we refurned o our
traty v +t s and having
X ent of the moment,
Y 33 oeCame slioepy. hungry HEISLER NUMBER 6 at Elk River sunclion
My gncertpn about what the day
g Moid for U about the article he was going 1c s& 2
Y o an W ] ttied wrile for the school paper and The st
fhar e mere sddenly jerked a plso aboutl how hungry he was be els su
sz by B tran starting o move oming though not necessarily t ¥ e ile
‘ e e The previous scene in that order Gordon T. Hamrick gress
' e rageated comglele mith cam was Dusily checking over his cam Hers
aran vl solebochs flywng n all era n preparation for his day's Lvon
iy B fame Mow me mere wure that work as Phil Bagdon and | swap LA
P e g S begun. only 10 Tind us ped yarns about the raliroads be naus
! Wi St e st 3 Tewm yards fore momentarily leaving the traw 7
1 W Thae " g 10 lake & Tew Quich phatographs ra
Lomi e spieg far P ran o The tran moved sway from the ™
& W " agerr e beget st g slatvons ol 757 a m travelling very effe
e e piave T B Sy ol e slomiy dovan Broudgh e riroad oy !
| B e el et s e e D pavd, crosang & Drvlge ower e Feo
W e o Pt W e met L g alally W reasing e
Rnd iy W # N an S Berel 4 por el a8 1 et f i L e g
b/ W e B el W' Yeed poi e B iy Pa rpa crosded ower
sl faies 0 v 209 o 2 SPert
- Halerue ‘elar o reased gwer ‘ouls
;. 33wl Wan wound B3 way e ound

B ow menradrlanod G Pie can! where
Pe s was svealy cealing »

g geow aa LV Tar w1 angh
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a falee starl, we returned o our
soals i the caboose and having
loet the exciternant of the moment,
once agamnm bocame sleepy, hungry,
and wncertain aboul what the day
would hold for us
No sooner than we had aollled
dowri we were suddenly jerked a
wabe by the train starling to move
one  agan The previous scene
was repeated complete with cam
eran and notebooks flying 1n all
Now we were sure that

imalling Sreclhions
i Typart e rip had begun, only to find us
s bl shgped once apain a few yards
# orifee Ao P Iradh

pew |l While waiting for the tran o
» LA glar! agan we began discussing

day and made
in the

L o e plana for the

e P e me Aad jlost O one
e W e L a Sher ! Given was al
. e sy woring on his first cigar
grribe s oF Bw day ad had slarted pro
vy gaeleng B scenic raviroad with
LA Pe oher pasasengers. My father,
el Cewrge £ Craalip, was there with
e ¥ talhng about the raviroad
i ol Sy o keep e raviroad
e bt s had given hum from
e sy Goen ower his ears while
B Bt ¥ Mardeay was limbering
R, W W ety erm otting down
Mo aufies st B problemns wvolved

P |

raclroad, and
rio boge

-y Gl

« Whe oo

W5 T A, T T
Pholo
HEISLER NUMBER 6 at Elk River Junclion, 20

aboul the article he was going to oose ahai

wrile for the school paper and The stead
also aboul how hungry he was be- als sirik
coming, though not necessarily audibly
in that arder. Gordon T. Hamrick gress th
was busily checking over his cam- Heisler
ora n preparation for his day's tion wiit
work as Phil Bagdon and | swap- this co
ped yarns about the railroads be-  haust f
fore momentarily leaving the train uUs on
to take a few quick photographs railro;

The train moved away from the Sudc
station at 7:57 a.m. travellingvery effect
slowly down through the railrocad by se!
yard, crossing a bridge over the r OO
river, and gradually increasing was
speed as it left Elkins. Leaving justs
the city the tramn crossed over they
routes 250 and 219 and a short muc!
distance later crossed over route naps
33 and then wound its way around  expe

the low mountains to the east where ne )

the sun was already casting a tn
warming glow as itfilteredthrough that
the trees near the summits ope

We began preparing for the tun- ar
nel which 13 located 48 miles as
from Elkins and at that pont ex- low
tends through the mountam allow- \
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“noto by G. Leroy Crislip

RINIBEE & ot E R Nuiwer v Lionn 200 miles from Elkins

e e mepa goomig B wee ahead Dy & Neroasane amp
L TIT . et The altoaddy . ach of thvo whe
B S s e sape B gls sirshing the jominls in the rals
" furd v e ) madsbiy marred wogradual pro
e, 1T L | igg==r . % gFeRn thr '..F-"" the mountlain Ti‘...

TR BTN I Mergler wmas making 1is contribu

ey S Mg Sy I e smoke and conders. and

hagriterr amd  smay Pus combaned with the GP% s ex

B Pes #9eits nspilly B haus! fumes really gave those of
y ineairg P b o ¥ on e wvoslhibule 3 "taste™ of
Peeic b pihufiag spite raelroadeng both pas! and present

Saddenly we wmere oul., and e
oot mds avmilar o the! oblawred
By setheng off & NaaMduid n & darh
. oy = Tas cane Bw Ligm
s anger  laalang After a4
gty % B g me found ot
By Ay seemed o have Becorme
Mt b aghier Ban befure per
S N 2 reall of o haveg
wagur anemd e glowrs of e e
A e e e readly far ey
Wi, W we e gl
-

st s e of Be .
SRR ' X
e

1|:':‘ L~
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o W ™ N3 X, Lenvirsg

d P e PSS over
SH0 and 27% and a short
& leter rroeced over vtonrte
Phen wenmd e wiy around
mogriams te The cacl where
h avee alrealy caslhing 2
g giow e A . 1hee wd P onagh
@ neat B saesots
rgar e g far e hun
e e fecated 48 miles
s and 8 Bl poent o
rough e meardan 3 S
: hmﬂr r onste

- - -

pﬂ'l ng o H’w light we 'l'nund that
they day seemed o have become
mauch brighter than before por
haps a8 & resull of our having
eaperienced the gloom of the tun
rve | Now we were ready for any
hing, and though we were glad
hat we were nol riding one of the
open cars, even the cold mor ning
air hd not seem s0 bad as belore
at the tramn moved steadily onward
loward the rising sun

When the tran headed south the
land along the tracks was atypical
mountain landscape dotted with
several houses some of which were

gerness scenery which was typica

of the area along whatl may be-
come the Webster -Randolph Scenic
Railroad Perhaps this scenery
and hat from Spruce 1o Webster
Springs s unmalched in the East
Sence much of the ares 18 inac-
ceanibie by road, only @ u‘
raviroad would enable pecple,

wiew Bus beauty and slill allow it
fo remain n s relatively undis-

horbed wolderness alate,
A AM am e
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Sence maxch of the area is inec-
cesasdie by road, only a s '
ravirosd would enable people
wiew Bus beauty and still allow 1
o remam n ils relatively undis
harbed mriderness slale

At 3 M am we slopped at a
aaiinng . which 18 named Woodrow

(Continued on Page 13)
plable dwning and alnapmq fac:-
Iives. I Elins and Webster Sp

rngs themaselves can atiract lour -
wia, e chanced of capacily

olph Scenic Haviroad increases
gimos! 1o the point where one can
wm ﬂll' capacily trips

The special irp, now scheduled
for May 1-2. 1971, will serve as
ahor iative barometler o mea-
sare both e louris! drawming

power of Bhe rairoad as well o

B i llngress and ab:lity of Wet

o~

__...-
—
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" scenic Railroads Are Lots 0f i

(Ronald V. Hardway - Continued from Page 11)

will be most interesting to lourists,
most of whom seldom get the chan-
ce to journey through a bonafide
wild area. These "pholo stops”
must be worked into the train's
timetable.  “Photo stops” pose
many problems which include such
questions as how long the trainwill
stop al a particular place, whether
or nol lhe passengers will be
permitted to disembark from the
train, and whether food will be
served during a particular stop.
These guestions must be answered
before the train makes its first
run not only for the comfort and
pleasure of the tourists, but also
for the continued success of the
train as a "scenic” railroad,.

In pinpointing inleresting sights
along the route that might deserve
a "photo stop” a question always
arises about who ownsthe land
where th e interesting feature is
located. In most cases the coop-
erating railroad company will not
own muc h territory beyond the
boundary of the tracks. The land
on either side of the tracks will
be owned by private individuals
or companies. Permission must
be sough! and granted before the
scenic train can hall anddischarge
passengers to tromp over some-
ene’s land taking photographs.
These negotiations sometimes re-
@ure & greal deal of patience and
undersianding cooper atiun bet -
ween negolistors for the railroad
o the privale owner before an
) can be ruached. Even

permussion s granted to al-
lom tearists on private land, ex-

pletely undeveloped. Some can-
not even be recognized as “inter -
esting” until much hard labor is put
forth to develop the scenic attract-
ion to the poinl where tourists will
consider it worthwhile to get off
the train to look atthe sight. Local
assistance is invaluable indefining
interesting points and preparing
them for a tourist train,

Anocther important problem that
15 completely out of the hands and
responsibility of the railroad cre
ators is the ability of the scenic
railroad home ports to handle a
heavy tourist traffic. The Cass
Scenic Railroad now attracts up-
wards of sixty thousand tourisis
annually. Co3ss is sble to pro-
vide this staggering amount of
visitors with recreation, but it can-
not provide them meals or lodging.
Fortunately several private deve-
lopers in the Cass area recognized
the potential value of the Cass Ra-
ilread, and several first class
molel-restaurant units exist inthe
Cass area. Already the city of

Elkins is well endowed with hot-
gls, motels and restaurants, due
mainly to the annual Forest Fest-
ival, These facilities would be
able to host an extrahundred thou-
sand visitors annually.

Webster Springs, to the con-

trary, would find it ves
to handle such large cro
re are no large , moc
molel or restaurant col
or near Webster Spring
tacilily is being rush
completion in time fo
1-2 special trip using
locomotives and train
establishmenl is not ¢
enough for Webster
supporl ils end of the <
road bargain. Cass |
daily crowds which n
the thousands. Webs
will have great difficu
crowds in the dozens
Finally, there is |
operation of the scen
in the beginning the
eralions for the Webst:
Scenic Railroad will
borne by the taxpaye
Virginia. The reason
that the railroad will
as a state park wit
of West Virginia bein
ponsible to meet cc
situation cannot persis
ple of West Virginia ¢
pected to continuously
railroad. The trainn
ally pay for itseif or
no justification for 1
exislence. The Ca
operated in the reg

COMPLIMENTS OF

Horton's Produce
Webster Springs

Horton's Grocery



h mr plnnl hh along the irﬁ:u. train entering the tunnel
| jtofind some gr - by the &

. Jderry  representative
Im % '- .'.-r ol

dorness ey
ot the
come the Webst

unary
arca al

Railroad Pai
and that from
EIPI'II"IQI IS unn
Since much o
cessible by r
railroad woul
view this beai
to remain In

is Are Lots Of Fun, But . . .

first few seasons, but Cass now
more than pays its own way. Th
anks to the persistence and dedi-
cation of a few individuals and
widespread community coopera

we 11) trary, would find it very difficull
nlq,u-d Some can-  fo handle such large crowds. The-
woeognized as “inter- o are no large , modern hotel,
machbhard labor isput  motel or restaurant complexes in
o e scenic attract- or near Webster Springs. One new

pt where fourists will
vorthwbile to get off

facility is being rushed towards
completion in time for the May

tion, the Cass Scenic Railroad has
overcome its early deficits and 1s

turbed wilderr

wh st hesight Local 1.2 special trip using the Cass now a pormanent tourist attract- At 9:14 a,
wmvalushle indefining  locomotives and trains, but this ion for the State of West Virginia siding, which
gty and preparing  establishment is not going to be  and local residents in the Cass (Continu
arisl tram enough for Webster Springs to area.
portant problem that support its end of the scenic rail- Because of its largeness of putable dinir
ot of e hands and  road bargain, Cass has handled  scale the Webster-Randolph Sc- lities. If EI
of B raziroad cre daily crowds which numbered in  enic Railroad must quickly show rings themse
ety of the scemic the thousands, Webster Springs a profit. Expenses will run too ista, the ¢
# ports o handle 2 will have great difficulty handling  high to continue taking chances that crowds to ri
ratic. The Cass crowds in the dozens. the railroad will pay for itself. olph Scenic

a2 s itracts up-
By e fourists
ma = able o pro-
gt vy amoun! of
srea.an Dot ol can -
e maggl g o Sadhge P
P oF et e -

Finally, there is the cost of
operation of the scenic railroad.
In the beginning the cost of op-
erations for the Webster-Randolph
Scenic Railroad will have to be
borne by the taxpayers of West
Virgima. The reason for this s

Here is where community action
and support is essential for the
future of the railroad. Elkins and
Webster Springs mus t put forth
every effort to attract and keep
a tourist trade in their town.
There will be many people who

almost to i
guarantee d:
The spec
for May 1-.
authoritativ
sure both
power of i

s area recogized hat the railroad will be operated  will come to both towns simply the willingn
iem of B Cana Ra- as a state park with the State to see the train. Bul these people ster Spring
posmrad Bt class of West Virginia being held res-  will come to Elkins and Webster care of th
0 s swisl e  ponsible to meel costs. This  Springs expecting to find modern  continuous
Abraay B oty of  siluation cannot persist. Thepeo- stores stocked wilh modern com- Festival ,

| emfineesd wot Pt ple of West Virginia cannot be ex- modities, or antique shops stocked Elkins can
e reslisarants, de  pected lo conlinuously pay for the  with genuine antiques. They will  Webster-R
sl Furest Fast-  raiiroad.  The train must eventu-  probably expect to find local arts  Webster S
Siies wanid be  ally pay for iself or there canbe  and crafts shops and museums  question,

P tumtead B e jstification for its continued  containing items of local history  cial™ will ©
W v, plere o The Cass Railroad and culture. Here again, they will ane involve
MERES. & B oo ageraled i the red during its  be looking for convenient and re-  fit a lot of
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When Sheriff Given first out-
lined his proposed Websler -Hand-
plph Scenic Rallroad last fall to
a group which was lo become

known as “the railroad team,”®
Leroy Crislip and | conceived the
idwa of travelling the entire length
of the proposed route. Not only
would we pholograph all, to pre-
pare a slide show to promote the
Scenic Rarlroad, but we would also
record our impressions in a nole-

book

Since thalt time, | have travelled,
on foal, the Scenic Railroad roule
from Webster Springs to Slaty Fork
or Laurel Bank, il you are a rail-
road bulf To be sure, | did nol
make the trip al one time; often
| traveled only a mile or so, as
time and circumstances permitied.
Leroy has covered the same roule
on fool; he has the added experience
of having traveled the same route
via railroad truck

From Websler Springs lo Slaty
Fork, as the crow llies, is a dis
tance of aboul eighleen miles, A
good hiker can make it on foot in
pne hours.  As the Scenic Rail-
fusd wonds, the dislance is some
Pung nearer three times that dis
L. A sleam engine, such as
& By or Meinler, will require
ot for hours running time for
B vy, sddbional time will be
teguied lor waler stops and the
e Aable patogr aphic slops

Far ba st or ten o twelve
Soar 0 b gowl g o e S onic Rl
reed shel cn Pa b il sapedl
e A
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- Pt o nn 0 cmpletety
AP e LR
W e Pasluaay P
e el B gl Vel o
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ALONG THE SCENIC

by Gordon T. Hamrick

L

rises above drainage

Immadiately above the Greoen
brior Limestons s the Waebslor
Springs Sandslone, so namod for
the exposure al Lovers Loap, east
of Webster Springs. This member
farms the massive clifl along the
Elk River, and is rosponsible for
both the Cherry Falls of Elk and
Whiltaker Falls, As a rule, the
Wobster Springs Sandstone is a
maasive, hard, gray, rock, al
though occasionally it may be in-
termixed with rod shales

The ahove two formations are the
primary rock formations along the
length of the Scenic Railroad, al
though another limestonos, thought
lo represent the Hinton Limestone,
oulcrops along the Scenic Raillroad
at the Kovan Syncline, opposile the
high school, and again al Hickory
Lick., Owverlying formalions areof
only academic interest, since they

THE FARD
action by the
Now only rur

will not be generally accessible to
the traveler on the Scenic Railroad
I might be o point out,
however, that the entire Mississi
ppian and Pennsylvanian series of
rocks consisl of alternating hard
sandstones or limestones and red
shales. Thus, the lopography fea
tures steep slopes or cliffs, inter-
mingled with broad benches

The hard, massive, and durable

Scenic R
reason 1

Yt
simple
route travels thry
forenl forest-typs
different Limes

A typical Whi
Forest Associats
of the following
Trees: Dominani

will for

characler of the Webster Springs White Oak
Sandstone has determined the ch Associat
acterististics of the lopography MNorthern Hed (
immaediately along the Scenic Rail- Black Qe
road and has, an well, inliuenced Scariet Oak
he types of flors and fauns to be Shagbart Hicke
found in the area Resislant o Mok ernut Hicl
wrunion the Websles Springs Sand White Ash
shore has charveled the £k River Wild Black Che
wie & narrom Voshaped welley, Tulip Tree
ol anly o fow dupen yards s Sheubs
rens  The high ol lormadivy the ¥ lower g Dog
Websler Jorogn Sendslone @ Magie ivavnd '
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I might e well 1o point ot fn
nowever, that the entire Missinsi
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cliffs,
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lures steep slopes or inter
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Springs

T hard, massive, and
Waoebhster
determined the ch
the topography
immediately along the Scenic Rail

characler of Ythe
Sandstone has

aclerististics of

road and has, as well, influenced
the types of flora and fauna 1o be
found in the Resistant to
erosion, the Webster Springs Sand
stone has channeled the Elk River
V-shaped
nly a few dozen yards ac-

area,

nto a narrow valley

el sl
ross

The high cliffs formedby the

“'q_=r nags sandsione dis

*ﬂa Wwe ll’ﬂ il May.
interesting anomaly is the

presence of dorens of tiny water-
falls along the Scenic Raiircad.
These are remmiscent of the hang-
ing waterfalls of the Grand Canyon
or Yosemite Valley. Interspaced
withun the walerfall each occupy-
ing & particular niche adapled fo
s reguirements, will be found
varous maisture loving plants
e species of wench varies with
P sodtun
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sction by Whe camera of one of the area’s sarly photographers duri

Lanection
THME PARDEE & CURTIN LUMBER Company double-band sawmill i

Neow only ruins and memaories remain

the

for e Scenic Aailroad fos
svmple  Fesanm Hal the ravliroad
ronite travelas Bhough several dif
ferand foreal YHype associalions al
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Webster County, the White Oak-

ot Bergoo

ng the glory

Shrubs: relatively |
Haobbile Bush the right
Striped Magple remains of
Mountain Maple No. 1 are
Witech Marel tain at P;
Wild Mydrangea river. the
Round Leaved Gooseberry distance
Large-leaved Holly ton), site
Wild Red Raspberry sawrmill,
In the southeastern section of and Cur

a clean

Red Oak Forest Associationisbest on the S
represented; eastward, towardRa- Betwe
ndolph County and Siaty Fork, the 2 sirelc
Sugar Maple-Beech-Birch Forest n leng
Associalion 1s predominant. Imed »
The number of species of wild-  ternaty
flowers varies directly with the enic R
season. Records of a trip taken of e
in early May of 1970, between Along
Byersimine No. 4) and Whittaker ture-k
Falls, show a total of some fifty- gle =
odd 1denlified species and | amm Ueep
mno botamis! There N B . riftie
dMerence Detween having an ea 4
i fhald Dataisl. SEN N 5
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To the traveler who has never
been in the Webster-Randolph-
Pocahontas arca, and who 1s board-
ing the Scenic Railroad for the first
time, the points of interest might
be as follows: At Webster Springs,
the Greenbrier Limesione in the .0
Elk River bed, followed closely on  paue
the right, by the Kovan Syncline ——
A short distance upsiream st Sar oF
on the river side_ 18 he Cherry
Falls, the Scenic Rarlrcadfclioms s e Iy
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starts and Yellow Warblers along
e cliffe, where they congregate
e Wiilizge whatever little heal the
rochs may contain. Fish crows
have already laken up residence
and are searching the river banks
for crayfish. Further upstream,
al Byers, 1! is possible to cbserve
e fish crows calching crayfish,
fywg nlo the air, and dropping
e won the “slickrocks™ o
grach e shell. The crow then
draps domn o the rock and dines
fesirely wpon e crayfish

On e lefl side of the Elx, ot
Bergon, e remans of the Pardee
and Cortin double-band sawmall
may be seen.  Of Do huge mall
garsglas, only e concrete shell
of B Beber howss remans The
rilige where B waler fower slowd

i averad et young Umber  The
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wmtended to be permanent, bul lo

day a few lines alill exist The
Weslern Maryland ulilizes part of
& former logging railroad, the
Greenbrier, Cheal & Elk, in the
mostians of West Virginia;: and the
presently operating Cass Scenic
Raviroad uses a part of the same
former rail network Although
soeme raviroads used treated tios,
whually they were cul from trees
aons he right-of -way and were
fefl untireated 1o cut down on ex
penges. The rails were light and
aere usually relays(rails used at
# prewvous localion) fastened to the
bes = often » haphazard way.
Ballast was added if the company's
fisancial condition warranted it and
smitied or only added sparingly if
: were & hittie tight. The
Prade was usually steep and uneven
e man - cog ravirosds with grades

muwwr loads on the
Peles, anvd ohers were
Mgt ver desigred
, Wahs over
*

—

_ Wha .ll ]humtlm

- —
'S B

.. aesbiecy olie Bag

s run. As il stearmed tuwardqn:l.q
| experionced a fealing of ex-
citement at the sight of this huge
melal beast, this strong man of

logging railroads a throwback
to an age gone by. Thundering
past it showered us with smoke and

cinders from the |tlck and steamn
M TV ae s 44 L @aws .

- ¥

fraom !'tm rud wpq stearn
locomotive in that with most mod-

els prolonged overloading can be
tolerated with undue loss both 1o
effectiveness and fuel CONsSuUMp

tion A steam locomotive with
relatively small drivers -
40 wnches or less - is generally

designed in such a way that its

effective minimum speed is low:

, this results inalessened

maximum speed, so 11 becomes
obvious that no one steam loco-

motive could perform all types of
service equally well. Of course,
in _many instances, locomotives
were pressed into such service
and did perform acceptably; the
fact remains that it is a mechan-
ical impossibility for them tohave
given top performance in all in-
stances.

fers

around

however

maolives designed mainly for pas-
SONGgEr OF SRPress JArVICe werse
consiructed with drivers neacess
of 40 incheslusually n excess of
80 inches) and consequently often
Hhh*ﬂdﬁ”
# paber wnlil e musimum

T
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lafl nireated lo cul down on ex

pensas The rails were lighl and
were usually relaysirails used al
2 previous location) fastened lo the
ties in often a haphaz ard way
Ballas! was added if the company’s
financial condition warranted it and
omitted or only added sparingly if
things were a little tight The
gr ade was usually steep and uneven
and non-cog rallroads with grades
#s high as W% wer e not uncommon,

A g dyribai .L_a. :“”'*“ ks ol ”W
R tion

B =5 e :';_-'.f'-q;__j_:

“gained 14 feet elevation.

. 80 Were con-
structed to hau! large loads on the
lesser grades, and others were
specialized locomolives designed
o manhandle log trains over the

sieepest possible grades under the
wors! possible conditions.

w R

heavy loads at low speeds had low

o Sl
.

§- TR
e - -

maEiImum Speasq, S0 11 DsCcormeas

obvious thal no one steam laco-

motive could perform all types of

aervice egually waell Of couras,
in many nstances, locomolives
ware pressed into such service
and did perform acceptably; the
fact remains that it i1s a mechan-
ical impossibility for them tohave
given lop performance in all n-
stances

What all this means is that
designed to haul

s &

'] 1 ¥ r » i "
e e e T

motives designed mainly for pas-
senger or express service were
constructed with drivers inexcess
of 40 inches(usually in excess of
50 inches) and conseguently often
had to be “helped” out of the yards
with a pusher until the mimimum
effective speed was reached. The
problem with these locomotiveson
logging operations was simply that
they usually needed to run at
higher speeds than were possible
on the typical ing railroad.
Though the low dri rod lo-
comotives provided the necessary
tractive effort 1o haul the slow and
heavy log trains, they often could
not make some of the tighter turns
because of their long rigid frame
which permitied a relatively small
amount of wheel movement later -
in following the curved rails.
#mm ol he front of the

-

e f:i' "f.';l E

intended to guide
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Collection of G._Leruy Crislip

THE MIKADO TYPE locomotive here represented by number 1 of the Snoqualmie Falls Lumber
Campany often was usedby logging operations. The low drivers on this 1916 Baldwin were designed
for slow speeds and much tractive effort.

B @rrvers bt often 15 was not
gt because of e binding of
B Srvwers’ flanges against the
ey ral surfsce. When this be-
came & problem, the flanges of
soemp of B drivers were removed
8 o down on the birding(which
magt result in » der.. i), and
Suth Srivers were known as “bald
wheels

Alge & problem with the rod-type
locomolive was the uneven exertion

T Ve E

of tractive torce created by the
nature of the horizontal rod move-
meni duringwhich certain losses of
power occurred. What was ob-
viously needed was a locomotive
capable of maintaining a constant
tractive effort at a given speed
with almost no slippage or loss
of power.

On July 17, 1893, a man was
born who would apply his inventive
genius to this problem-this man

was Ephraim Shay. Throughout
his lifelime he was a teacher and
a doctor, served with the Union
Army Corps of Engineers in the
Civil War, and eventually became
a timberman near Cadillac, Michi-
gan. There he encountered the
same difficulties which had plagued
loggers for years. InShay's own
words, “The bigproblemin logging
was, and still is, how to get the
(Continued on Page 4)
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LOGGING LOCOMOTIVES

(By G. Leroy Cristip - Continued from Page 3)

out of the woods.” Winter had
poen the time when most loggers
moved the logs out of the woods on
horse - drawn sleds pulled over the
frozen ground; however, mildwin-
ters were a major problem in the
1870's, and Shay attempted to find
» solutron.

He experimented first with a
horse-powered tramway, and later
with a locomotive-drawn train us-
g wooden rails Finding that the
jack of flexibility of the locomo-

‘ heste ~aneod considerable
we constructed in such a manner
might be the answer, and with this
o mind worked during the winter
of 873 Encountering more pro-
Blems than he had originally ima-
@ned, his work continued for five

ched or modified by Carnes, Har-
por & Company of Lima, Ohio,
lafer %o B¢ known as the Lima

side) and below the large steamn
dome. A pipe carried the com-
pressed steam from this down to
the cylinders. The three cross-
heads of the cylinders extended
downward, and the pistons mov
ing up and down caused the con-
necting rods toturna three-crank-
od shaft which was held in aframe
bolted to the lower part of the
main frame.

The valve action or link motion
was operated by eccentrics which
connected to the main crank(below

. . - B il §
rear of the Cranhsﬁ;w 'i:':fh Eﬁ-

versal couplings placed along them
to allow the shaft to bend and
continue to drive the wheels when
the locomotive travelled around
_lhlrp turns. The wheels were set
in pivoting trucks in groups of
four with the two on each side
cwected to those on the opposite
side by solid axles.




years until the design had changed
considerably. Many of the parts
for this locomolive were constru-
cted or modified by Carnes, Har-
per & Company of Lima, Ohio,
jater to be known as the Lima
Locomolive Works - the builders
of Shay locomotives.

The effectiveness of the design
once proven, other timbermen ask -
ed Shay to construct locomotives
for them, but he refused and sent
them to what was then the Lima
Machine Works where a form of
the Shay was constructed. On
June 4, 1881, Shay obtained a
patent on his locomotive, and ex-
clusive manufacturing rights were
given to Lima which eventually
purchased the patents.

The design of the Shay locomo-
tive changed many times as it
evolved from upright-boilered lo-
comotives built on small flatcars

o the world's largest and last
stock Shay, class 150-3 (Class C),
manber 6, weoighing 162 tons{ac-
cording o the Baltimore & Ohio),
it for the Western Maryland
Raviroad n 1945, and presently
preserved n operaling condition
= B RAaltvmore & Ohio Railroad
L B

Baltirmore Maryland

in pivoting trucks in grum';;
four with the two on each side
connected to those on the opposite
side by solid axles. The outer
surface of the wheels on the right
side of the locomotive was grooved
to accept a gear or bevel which
was fastened to the outer part of
the truck, and connected to the
horizontal drive shaft. When this
shaft turned, it caused all the
wheels to turn - hence, all-wheel
drive.

The coal was carried in a bunk-
er directly behind the main part
of the cab, and the water was
contained either in a compartment
in the same section as inthe Class
A and B two-truck models or in a
separate, rectangular tank mount-
ed on its own truck with the Class
C model and on two trucks with
the Class D version. The wheels
under this tank were also driven
by the jointed, horizontal drive-
shaft. Since traction was extre-
mely important, provision was ma-
de for sand tobe placedon the rails
in front of the wheels to aid n
their adhesion to the often slippery
rail surface. Even with this, the
loads these locomotives hauled

woere ofien so greatl thatl they were

|
|

- -
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The success of the Shay promp
led other manulaclures o atlempl
fo gel “ a piece of the aclion™
and several builders entered the
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ihere were severs) versions of
geared locematives, the most nole
waorthy wers the Heigler P Cl..
max, with it being worthwhila 4o

note the Wi

ilarity 1o the Shay and the B 4
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[Continued on Page 5)

Collection of G. Leroy Crislip

CROFT LUMBER COMPANY'S BALDWIN geared locomotive, number 4, is basically a copy of the Climax type. Few variations were easily visible.

WHITE CHEVROLET

CUTLIP’S INC.

WEBSTER SPRINGS, WEST VIRGINIA
Phone B47-2744

Chevrolet Oldsmobile

SALES & SERVICE

TELEPHONE 847-5420

Pontiac

Philco & Westinghouse Refrigerators
Philco & Motorola Television

MAYTAG WASHERS AND DRYERS
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(By G, Leroy Crislip - Continued from Page 12)

in the Wostern Maryland time-
table, to take on water for the

Heisler, Unfurhmntely, the pas-
sengers were not allowed to leave
the cars; if they had, they could
have witnessed an event which has

almost disappeared from the Am-
erican scene.

Photo by G. Leroy Crislip
RON HARDWAY rests up for
the day ahead

After taking on water we headed

w e tracks toward Elk River
Junction located 20.8 miles from
Eieng Arriving at that point the

Fan slopped on the bridge across
et went! the iracks to Webslaer
Wriegs. e other bridge slightly
WEtream carries the lracks which
el b Dwrtin and eventually to
Cott sver part of the Chesapeshe
ol (s Mplraad  As the traun
Foard b & it | hasded lor the

R“"_dﬂlph Scenic Railroad later
du‘”ng‘ the day when there Was
more {ime,

Mr. Killoran, Gordon, Phil, and
| positioned ourselves at one end
of the bridge and waited while the
GP 9 uncoupled from the train,
and the Heisler backed across the
bridge to perform for the cameras.
With a grinding of wheels, a hiss
ing of steam, and a mighty roar
accented by a huge cloud of smoke
ond a shower of cinders, the wor-
Id's largest existing Heisler began
its run. As il steamed toward me
| experienced a feeling of ex-
citement at the sight of this huge
metal beast, this strong man of
logging railroads -- a throwback
to an age gone by. Thundering
past it showered us with smoke and
cinders from the stack, and steam
and water from the cylinders. We
could feel the heat from the in-
ferno within it as the fireman sho-
veled in the coal to feed the fire
which heated the water and crea-
ted steam. This was railroading

at its best, and we enjoyed every
moment of it

A short distance up the tracks,
the Heisler left us and headed on
ils solitary way to Cass leaving
behind GP9 and many fond mem-

ories in the hear
gers.

After collecting
ers the traintray
to the High Falls
This would n0o O
scheduled stops
Randoiph Scenic
it s a spot of un
with the Cclear
over the rocks
the sunhighnt and
ribbon of silvet
inte the mast

This hime, tal
and food was S
several lunch
were here Sher|



Fhoto by G
HARDWAY
the day ahead

Leroy Crislip

RON resis up for

Aftor taking on waler we headed

up the tracks toward Elk River
Junction located 20.B miles from
Elkins Arriving al that point the
irain stopped on the bridge across
which went the tracks to Webster
Sorings; the other bridge slightly
un st rean arries the tracks which
ad to Durbin and eventually to
158 over parl of the Chesapeake
and Of Railroad As the train
{ to a halt | headed for the

f 1 aboose and found that

i L 1 irain there was

p of what appeared to be

nly foetl After the 1{train

1 up * shitly, Pt asked John

L rar 'l.l v
. . i r

Parks Pro

Cinl
I AL

Department of

- “rtura!l Resources, f there wou!ld
(R : & phole run, and after ;P.}'I’I"Ilﬂ'g
*a! Sere would, e, Gordon, and |
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‘ f man 3 we Lalh ] wiff
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logging railroads
to an age gone by
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cinders from the stack. and stearn
and water from the r ylindersg W
could feel the heat from the in
ferno within it as the fireman she
veled in the coal to
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at i1ts best, and we enjoyed every
moment of it
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CLIFF CARPENTER and Gor
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Mamrich discuss the Wed
Randolph Scenic
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Photo by G. Lero

THE HIGH FALLS ON SHAVER'S FORK of Cheat River

i = A !ﬂop [
the future Webster-Randolph Scenic Rallroad,

ories n the hearts of the passen ern Maryland were keeping wal was the time §

chiul

gers
m ralrosding

oyt every After collecting the photograph

gre the tran travelled onupstream
to the High Falls of Shavers Fork

his would no doubt be one of the
scheduled stops on the Websler-
Rarndolph Scenic
! e 2 spot of unigue SCenic beauty
clear water cascading
O rocks while reflecting
e sunlight and appearing hike a
ribbon of s:lver which disappears
- w0 and waler below

p P tracin
md tue pet v

Ll o

e e i Railroad since

miih  the

1* e

the mast

Thus time. tables were unloaded
and food was sold for the first of
seweral lunch stops While we
were hare Sheriff Given talkedwith
several tourists and Western Ma-
offsceals including Lieu-

ggieed of Thops of the Western
Loong Marpiand o Eluns. While lalking
ool Gow - s My Durthan, | learned that
. B 2w s cold mhen the trip began

Bt S Mad gt sand on the floor
o wee of B cars fo prevent peo-

eyes on the
Al Linan what appeared to be a
pubilic relations move took place
when the stopped, and the
passengers were allowed to in-
spect the site of the Linan Smoke-
less Coal Company’s mine which
was closed because of siltation
in Shaver’s Fork by the Water
Resources Division of the De-
partment of Natural Resources.
The equipment at the mine was
almost spotless, and many struc-
tures were painted green "to har-
monize with the surroundings,” but

proceedings

train

basic black might better blend in

with the future surroundings.

Eventually we managed o get
away from the mine and headed

unspoiled
wilderness wlur.h increased in hr-

upsiream into relatively

on ich was dug mainly

by hand wn

ching up on nol
our group, a !

sleep missed
ter taking a |
| 100 settled
my noles 1
irip was ty
ralliroading v
and swappin
al the end ol
We rode ¢

o Elkins
of caboose
encing on
travellng
then
gradually
it had al

before

Com

day well

1910 This was the fTaces awd
stopping point for this trip, bt if fed off
the Webster -Randolph Scenic Rail-  gloom, 1w
road becomes a reality, passeng- knowledy
ers could continue to ride down only for
the mountain lo Elk River and days of ¥



..‘, al lumch stops While we
..:.-'- kare Sherilf Given lalked with
sveral tourists and Weslern Ma
rvland eofficials  including Lieu

tenant J M. Snyder of the Western
Maryland Police Department; Carl

i S if the Weoe

Wi . " F ik Whiilo I.||¥II'|1|
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- M Dunham. | learned that
. Sne he trip t
e Web WAk B ild whven (he Trip béegan
ihat he had put sand on the oor
R lrdad
ol we Of the ars 10 Flr-!"'."l'l.l F!I'I:_I
sle fram slipping on the 1ce which
mad frozen during thie :1;|]"|f

Utterback, Train
w Western Maryland
g Eluwsiwhom the reader will no
nber as being ore of the
parly makeng thw tion trip

I &]ru; “!-I

NS DR

ampourced tatl (twas lime to leave,
g 3 g grabbiing a Tew last
Ldmvches and | ling 1o our
3 21 party bDoarded tha
] f it lident about
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 Facvm =l al 1 { the West

Compliments 0f

THE
WEBSTER

SPRINGS

Dunham, Roundhouse Foreman at
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Eventually we
this and headad
upstream into relatively unspoiled

wilderness which increased in be-
auty as the train drew nearer to
Spruce, We

managed Yo e |

from

.IW.I'H mines

Choeat & Flk which was dug mainly
1910
stopping point for
the Webster

road becomes a reality, passeng

dowir

by hand in This was the
this trip, but if
Randolph Scenic Rail
ors - could continue to ride
the Elk River
eventually to Webster Springs

As

noticed

mountain to and

we returned to Spruce, |
smoke from one of
Cass Scenic Railroad Shays on Bald
Knob and could not help but think

1r:“l

of the thrill one would have riding
to Spruce from either end of
railroad and then riding
Cass Scenic Railroad to the
summit of the mountain. With
the laying of 1.2 miles of track

between Spruce and Old Spruce 1o

‘l—lr_..-
SCoeni
the

nnecl the two rallroads this

)ld be dons

Wh 13T !:"!;_—,q irave ad
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b pasEen ern Maryland were keoping wal
ghtyl eyex on Ithe proceedings
Al L inan whal appeared lo be a
hogr aph public relations move look place
pats wa mhen the tran stopped, and the
s Feort parsengers were allowed to in
v of P wect! he sile of the L inan Smoke -
o lean Coal Company's mine which
| - mas closed because of siltation
By o Shaver's Fork by the Water
§ Sy Beasswrces Divimion of the De
AN  pertment of Natural Resources
Ae 2 The egupment al the mine was
[

amasl spotiess, and many struc

-ee Rares mere painted green “to har-
momsre wth e surroundings,” but

: St Dlack maght better blend in

e e B fture surroundings

- Eventiually we managed to get

e Mgy fromm B mine and headed

sam ol relatively unspoiied

Photo by G. Leray Cris ip

ME MIGH FALLS ON SHAVER'S FORK of Cheat River - a stop on
future Webater Randolph Scenic Railroad

was the time for relaxation, cal

ching up on noles, and for somae of
our group, a time to catch up on
sleop missed in the marning. Af-
ter taking a few last photographs
| too settled down and completed
my notes. The remainder of the
trip was typical of every day
railroading with the “crew” riding

and swapping tales in the caboose
at the end of the train.

We rode the last eight miles in-
to Elkins on the front vestibule
of caboose number 1826, experi-
encing once again the thrill of
travelling through the tunnel and
then coming slowly into Elkins
gradually coming to a stop where
it had all started several hours
before Then, as the sun was

slowly setting in the west and night

By bad = N0 Thes wmas the
g pueed for Pus rp, but of
e Bafeter Bandoiph Sconic Rail
Sumd Searmes 8 real ty petseng
+“ e Vo 7 ide m

day well spent, we turned owr
faces away from the tran and dri-
fled off inlo the early-evening
gloom, tired by refreshed with the



